TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CLERK OF THE LEGISLATURE
Transcriber's Office
FLOOR DEBATE

April 10, 2003 LB 743

under call.

SENATOR SCHIMEK: The house is under call. Would all members
please return to the Chamber and record your presence. The
house 1is under call. Senator Smith, did you wish to be

recognized to close?
SENATOR SMITH: Yes please.
SENATOR SCHIMEK: Proceed.

SENATOR SMITH: Thank you, Madam President and members. I hate
to repeat myself, but I do want to cover some issues here in the
closing. And certainly the issue of the size of government has
been brought up, and I think that that's important to note.
Certainly we don't want to add things when we don't need to.
But when we need to, I believe it is our responsibility. And
that's why I introduced LB 743. And I appreciate a lot of work
that's been done on this by the committee. Senator Beutler has
done a 1lot of work on this as well. But when we hear about
phone bills and phone lines and phone numbers and blocking and
caller 1ID, the reality is, if you want to not be called, or you
want to look at caller ID, the reality is, yes, that's a fee on
your phone bill. We're not look...we're not talking about the
phone bill here in this bill, because...in LB 743. Because it

would be an optional thing. Even if the green copy is
ultimately the version that is adopted, that's an optional
thing. And we're working on a situation to make it so there

isn't even a three-dollar fee. But let's talk about what the
federal government 1is doing and what they haven't done. And
Senator Redfield brought up some points. And she said it was
free to citizens for the federal list. And obviously, I don't
want to go into that, because we pay federal taxes. The sad
thing is, we've been paying federal taxes for how long, when the
federal government has been saying that they will do something,
and now they're kind of forwarding a half portion that has a
long 1list of exemptions. And when Senator Redfield says, if
we're going to do something we better do it right, I totally
agree. It would be very disingenuous for us to say, well, the
federal government is doing something, but you're still going to
get called till who knows when by nonprofit organizations
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