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SENATOR HARTNETT: Madam Chairman, members of the body, I want
to build on something that Senator Bourne said. They want it.
They want...our people in our district want to have...not
bothered by the calls. I think the other part that they want
(laugh) is they don't want to pay for it. I get complaints on
two things in my district: one, about property tax; and the
other thing is about taxes on telephones. If you look at your
telephone, there's 1lots of taxes. And so I think, Senator
Bourne, I was not paying much attention to this little bill that
came out of the Transportation Committee. But I think he's
making 1lots of sense. Why do we have to duplicate something
that the federal government will do for us? Do we want another
bill on...another 1line on our telephone bill? 1Is that what we
want? Or can we wait? Senator Beutler, you had this bill, or
maybe Senator Smith, or Senator Baker. What . . .Senator
Baker.. .or, Senator Smith?

SENATOR SCHIMEK: Senator Baker?

SENATOR HARTNETT: Or, Senator Smith is going to answer my. ..
SENATOR SCHIMEK: Oh. Senator Smith, would you yield?
SENATOR SMITH: Yes.

SENATOR HARTNETT: Why don't we put it, 1if the federal
government does it, then this goes away? Would that be okay?

SENATOR SMITH: Well, I want to correct something. This has
absolutely nothing to do with a phone bill. There will not be
$3 on a phone bill. That was mentioned yesterday. And I don't
know where that came from, unless that's an intended killer
amendment . I mean, the fact is, it's a $3 subscription fee in
the green copy. And I'm even looking to get rid of that with an
amendment, and referring to the federal list. But...now, what
was your question? (Laughter)

SENATOR HARTNETT: (Laugh) My question is, Senator Smith, if
the federal law goes in...because I think that's why we had back
that...you know, the. . .Senator Beutler had the bill
back, .. .Senator Stuhr said back in 1999 we didn't need it then

4041



