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saying t h at we ca n ' t a f f o r d $ 3 00 , 0 0 0 t o h e l p t h e en v i r o nm e n t .
One last th ing I want to point out in this article that was in
the Omaha World-Herald o n April 7. It says that this year ,
Governor Mz e Jo arms proposed using $5 million of the trust
fund money for other purposes. So the Governor, in his budget,
r ecommended t ak i n g $5 mi l l i on o u t o f t h e En v i r o nm e n t a l T r u s t
Fund t o so l ve ou r bu d g e t c r i s i s , an d I ' m n o t c r i t i c i z i ng t he
Appropriations Committee, bu t it says here the Appropriations
Committe e h a s t e n t a t i v e l y l o we r e d t h a t $5 mi l l i on t o $925, 000.
So, as far as I 'm concerned, the Environmental Trust Fund had
slightly over a $4 million windfall and for t hem to say that
they can't af ford $300,000 to prevent learning disabilities in
the kids o f th is state is outrageous. Add tha t to the
13 per c e n t , a d o ub l e - d i g i t r a i se , i t ' s h a r d f o r me t o f a t h om.
And I ' m l o o k i n g f o r wa r d t o t h e bu d g e t deb a t e a nd w e ' l l h a ve t o
look at this issue again. Thank you.

SENATOR CVDABACK: Thank you, Senator Bourne. Senator Stuhr.

SENATOR STUHR : Thank you , M r . President and members of the
body. I do believe that we have an issue before us t hat needs
some attention. I did appr oach Senator Chambers and ask him
whether this amendment had a hearing. The amendment itself d id
n ot h av e a h e a r i n g , b u t t h e c on ce p t h a s ce r t a i n l y h ad a h e a r i ng
i n t h e p a s t . I d o no t su pp o r t t he ame n dment t h a t i s b e f o r e u s ,
t ak in g t h e m o n e y f r om t he Edu c a t i on I nn o v a t i v e Fun d , o r a c t u a l l y
f rom G e n e r a l Fu n d . I wi l l be su p p o r t i ng t h e am e n dment t o t a k e
i t f r o m t h e L U S T F u n d . I t h i nk t h a t i s an ap p r o p r i a t e p l a c e .
There seems to be q u ite a bit of support for money to be used
from the Environmental Trust Fund for this p articular p roject.
I wou l d su g g e s t an d en c cu r a g e t h e c i t y o f Omah a t o mak e
application to th e Env ironmental T rust Fun d for add itional
funds, if tho s e a re nee ded f or th is p ro gram . It 's my
unders t a n d i n g t h a t a t t h i s p o i n t t h e y h av e neve r ch o se n t h a t
r out e t o d o t h a t . No , ma y be t h e f u nd s we r e n ot s e t ou t t o d o
this particular thing, but I guess if I were desperate, I would
at least make the attempt to make an application for a grant to
address this concern. So I w ill be s u pporting th e amendment
t hat w i l l b e b e f o r e u s n e x t , b u t d o op p o s e t h i s o n e . Tha n k y ou .

SENATOR CUDABACK: T hank you, Senator Stuhr. Senator Preister,
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