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or is that a family that has been started by someone s ix year s
o ld o r y o un g e r ?

S ENATOR CHAMBERS: ( La u g h )

SENATOR PREISTER: An d , Sena tor Cha mbers, as you comp ose
y ourself, I'm sure somebody else wrote that sentence because i t
wouldn't have been one that you have composed. ( Laugh) I wi l l
take that speechlessness as a compliment. But beyond t h at, I
see what's a ttempting to be done here and I have to oppose it.
Certainly, the concept of taking funds to deal with the problems
we have in east Omaha, a portion of which I directly re present,
as does Se nator S y nowiecki an d Sen ator Ma xwell and Senator
Chambers, but this isn't the way to do it. The lead abatement
p rogra m i s a f e d e r a l p r og r am t h a t ' s b e i ng f u n d e d f e d e r a l l y wi t h
federal dollars. The Environmental Trust, a s Sen ator...now I
c an't even th ink o f it , than k you . ..Senator Schrock h a d
mentioned earlier wa s des igned not to fund types o f
envi r o nmenta l c o n t am i n a t i o n l i k e t h i s , n o t p o i n t sou r c e s , no t
contamination where you have responsible parties, not sources of
contamination where you have other funding available. The
purpose of the Environmental Trust was to fund those things that
would h ave no other sources, that would have no o ther
opportunities to be implemented without the trust. It's a whole
different situation and it was voted on by the voters of this
state based upon those guidelines. And as well-meaning as
S enator Chambers is, in trying to do this, and since I to o
represent those children that are being impacted, I want to do
something to prevent them from experiencing that contamination.
But we' ve already raided the Environmental Trust. We did take
money away from it to fund a lawsuit on the low-level nuclear
waste s i t e . I d idn't support that because that was
inappropriate. Yes, we needed to fund that, but not out of the
Environmental Trust, where we have too few dollars going to fund
too many projects. There are way more projects that are always
requesting funding than we can ever fund from that process and
from that trust fund, and we' re trying to provide so that
through donations to that fund we can fund more of these things.
We have raided it for other causes and I' ve opposed those. This
i s another w e l l - m ean i n g . . . t h i s i s pr ob a b l y m o r e .. .
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