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classes, because that's special legislation, but by mentioning a
city of the metropolitan class or size, that refers only to
O maha. I wanted that explained for the senators who may be
unfamil ia r wi t h w h y t h e amendment i s d r a f t e d i n t h e way t ha t i t
i s . The r e i s a pr ogr a m i n O maha t ha t i s de a l i ng wi t h l e ad
abatement. C ertain parts of Omaha have already been designated
as areas where there is a serious problem with this lead
contamination. The re was a battery factory, ASARCO, and there
may have been other sources of this lead, but from whatever the
source, the northeastern part of the city primarily, where poor
people now l i ve , i s co n t aminated by t h i s l ea d . I f you l ook at
t he in f ormation t ha t I ga v e y ou , i t t al ks a b out i n t h e t h i r d d o t
that there are serious problems that can befall a child who is
subjected to this poisoning. It can retard the development of
the brain. At a sufficient concentration, it can be lethal. So
I don't think that there has to be any great amount of argument
to establish that lead contamination is dangerous. Omaha h ad
gotten money from the federal government to conduct this
program, but that money has run out. I t is an ticipated that
more may come, but in the meantime houses have been identified.
T here has been a l i s t of pr i or i t i zat i on b a se d o n t h e d amage t h a t
is likely to occur to the children in those houses, and t his
money t h at I ' m ask i n g f or w o u l d al l ow t h e c o n t i n u a t i o n o f t hat
program. Last year, as you will see from this information, over
200 homes were taken care of at a cost of $2 million in federal
money. Those little children who were up in that balcony today
from Conestoga would include children from the area affected by
this lead contamination. As to the ap propriateness of
transferring this money from the Environmental Trust Pund, I
would remind us that in the special session last year money was
transferred out to pay lawyers who were handling that low-level
nuclear waste lawsuit and the Republican River lawsuit, and
money from that fund has been used to clean up l andfills in
other parts of the state. So this that I'm asking you to fund
fits within the type of work that that trust fund should be
spent for. It will g o directly to a problem which has been
documented. It is in the public interest, and I hope you will
support this amendment. I have to add a caveat here. I bring
bills that may be controversial. They may even deal with very
important and profound issues, but rarely do I bring bills that
cost money. Ny bills generally don't have a fiscal note except
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