
TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CL ERK OF THE L EG ISLATURE
Transcriber's Office

FLOOR DEBATE

L B 25 5Apri l 9 , 2 0 03

agree with the work product in this bill. I would ask fo r its
advancement. I know there are coaaaittee amendments.

SPEAKER BRONN: T h ank you, Senator Landis. Nr . Clerk. Senator
Brashear, you' re recognized to open on Judic iary Co nmittee
amendments

SENATOR BRASHEAR: Thank you, Nr. Speaker. Nembers of the body,
the coamittee amendment to LB 255 is a simple amendment and it' s
intended to harmonize the effects of the bill. Specifically,
the amendment provides that the provisions of the bill shall not
be construed to diminish or lessen any standards or requirements
regarding mediation and mediators that are presently i n the
statute. A number of s tatutes have minimum requirements for
p ersons in order to serve as mediators. For example, i n child
custody cases, c ourts will often order a parenting plan to be
developed by the parties. A par enting p lan is an agre ement
between divorcing parents as to the specific arrangements for
child custody and visitation. The parties often create their
parenting plan by w orking with a mediator. S ection 43-2905
requires these mediators to have met minimum training
requirements on the issues involved in working with divorcing
parents, and we' re using this as a n example. Amo ng o ther
subjects, mediators in thos e ins tances mu s t hav e an
understanding of clinical issues relating to child development,
an appreciation of the e ffects of d ivorce upon parents and
children, and a basic knowledge of family law. The co m nittee
amendment is offered in order to ensure that this bill will not
be construed so as to minimize or di minish in any way th e
c urrent training requirements required for mediators. Th e
amendment was brought to the Judiciary Com ittee by S enator
Landis, the introducer of the m easure. Al l members of the
coaanittee voted unanimously for it, and I urge your support of
the Judiciary Coamittee amendment and the advancement of the
b il l . Tha n k y o u .

SPEAKER BRONN: Th a n k y o u , Se n a t o r B ra s h e ar . You ' v e hea r d t he
opening on the Judiciary Comnittee amendments. Is there any
discussion? Seeing none, Senator Brashear, you' re recognized to
c lose. And he waives closing. The question then is t he
a doption of the Judiciary Conanittee amendments to LB 255. A l l
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