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Senator Beutler's amendment. And I thank Senator Beutler for
bringing this issue some years ago because I think we had some
good discussion at that time. And I thank Senator Smith and
Senator Baker for working and developing the bill that we have
before us today. I just wanted to relate to you a letter that I
had received, and probably many of you had, that sums it up very
well. Con cerning the proposed no-call list for Nebraska
residents, I would be happy to pay a fee to be rid of unwanted
sales c a l l s . Hav i ng m y w or k o r m y mea l s f r ee of d i st u r b i ng
cal l s , cal l s wi t h e i t he r no o n e o n t h e ot h e r e n d o r so meone I
don' t wan t t o t a l k t o , wou l d b e a bl ess i n g. And I t h i nk that ' s
what w e ' r e r e a l l y t al k i ng a b ou t t od a y . I d i d han d o u t , a n d a l l
of you received, this copy that was from AARP. It's da ted
April 2003. It does state that the Federal Trade Ccxranission has
e stab l i s he d a nat i on a l do - n o t - c a l l l i s t , and l ast D e c ember t h e
commission a c t ed , v o t i n g t o c r ea t e t hi s na t i on a l r eg i s t ry . The
President signed the legislation not only to create the registry
but also to allow the FTC to collect fees from telemarketers to
fund it. This is significant, but this is the point I r eally
want t o e mp h a s i z e , t h a t i t wi l l t a k e b o t h s t a t e an d f e de r a l
action to really have a major impact on this issue. And I think
that's what we' re talking about, that we need to do something on
t he s t a t e l eve l . I al so r ecei v e d s ome more de t a i l e d i n f or ma t i o n
from FTC and I want this on the record because I t hink it' s
important. The FTC is setting up a system to accept state lists
into the national registry at no cost to the state. If a state
is able to transfer its list to the FTC, you do not need to do
anyth in g t o r eg i st er on t he nat i on a l l i s t . We wi l l ge t your
information from the state, but it may take a year or longer.
One question I would like Senator Smith to answer when he is
speaking again, it says some state laws will not permit this
t ransfe r o f i nf o rm a t i o n r i ght away . Ny que st i on i s , wi l l
Nebraska, in the law that we have before us, be able to transfer
that information to the FTC'? Also, it also gives a l i ttle b i t
more inf ormation abo ut FCC , the Federal Conanunications
Conanission . I t does h a v e s ome do -no t - c a l l r egu l a t i on s , and i t
will require each company to maintain its own do-not-call list.
And, generally, a company may not call a consumer that has asked
to be placed on that company's do-not-call list. The FCC
r egula t i o n s do n ot con f l i c t wi t h t he F T C ' s n a t i o n a l do- n o t - c a l l
registry. So I believe that this is a g reat opportunity for
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