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nat i o n a l l ev e l t o p r o t e c t a l l c i t i ze n s w ho wi s h t o b e p r o t e c t e d .
So I th ink Sen ator Ba ker a n d Senator Smith are going in the
right direction. Having said that, let me say that with respect
t o the committee amendments, I think they a re , by and larg e ,
exce l l e n t , b u t t h e r e a r e . . .there is at least one place where it
i s s a d l y l a c k i ng , a n d t h a t i s Se c t i o n 8 o f t h e coaan i t t e e
amendments, and my amen dment wo uld re p lace Section 8 of the
committee amendments. Section 8 is what happens, is the penalty
provision of the ccxanittee amendments, and what it says i s the
commission, sp ea king with respect to the Pub lic Service
Commission, may in i tiative p roceedings o n its own motion
relating to a person or entity who has cceanitted, now listen to
this, three or more violations within a 30-day p e riod . Well ,
it's going to be very d ifficult to en force something that
r equi res t h e i de n ti f i cat i on o f t h r ee or mor e v i ol a t i on s i n a
30-day period, and that's what would be required under this
particular provision. And then, even if you can get 30-day...if
you can identify t h ree knowing v i olations w ithin a 30-d ay
period, the penalty is up to $2,500 for each violation, which if
you had th ree v io lations, which is the minimum you need, is a
penalty of about $7,500. Well, under my amendment, this wo u ld
be simplified s o that you didn 't nee d to reach the three,
cumulative three violations in a 30-day period. It ju st say s
that the commission may initiate proceedings relating to a known
violation, and th e n bas ically a l lows f or the same types of
penalties that the comnittee amendment d o es, ex cept tha t it
adopts the civil penalty maximum provision of $11,000 instead of
$7,500, which is exactly parallel to what the federal government
i s do i ng wi t h t h e n a t i o n a l n o - ca l l l i s t a t t h e n a t i o n a l l e v e l .
So it's pretty much putting it in parallel with t hat p rovision
so that it app l ies also not only to interstate violations but
intra, within the state, violations. It's not a huge c hange,

but I think th at it is simply unreasonable to suggest that a
regulatory agency should be able to identify three violations in
a 30-day period. I don't know of any state t hat h as such an
awkward and unu sable ci vil p e nalty p r ovision. There 's no
criminal provisions here Thes e are all civil penalties of o ne
type or another. And if ...I think there are some other things
that are worthy of discussion in the comnittee amendment an d I
would like to gene rate some discussion on those, but if this
amendment is suitable, this would be the only amendment I w ould
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