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lower number of deaths in Nebraska a fter t he pas sage of the
helmet law had to do with the drop in registrations and the drop
i n l i cen s ed d r i v e r s . Bu t I t h i nk , i f I ' m l oo k i ng a t t h e
statistics that he passed out to prove that, it seems to m e it
doesn't prove that at all but it proves quite to the contrary.
And, Senator Smith, I...let me tell y ou what I th ink these
statistics say and you can tell me why that's not the case. But
if you look at licensed drivers, the number on average before
the law passed, before the helmet law passed, and the number on
average after the law passed, it's true that the number...the
raw number of licensed drivers dropped about 27 percent,
27 percent. If you look at the number of motorcycle fatalities,
both before and after, on average they drop from 25 fatalities
to about 8.5 fatalities. That's 67 p ercent. So your
registrations drop by 2 7 pe rcent, but your deaths drop by 67
percent, which indicates to me that a large p ercentage o f the
drop has to do with the helmet law, in all probability, and has
n oth i n g t o d o wi t h t h e d r o p i n r eg i s t r a t i on s ; a n d t h a t i f y o u
take the dif ference b e tween 67 percent and 27 percent, you' re
talking about 10 deaths a year, more or less, that are prevented
by the helmet law, and 5,500 injuries a year, including a number
of very serious injuries, that are actually in al l p robability
a t t r i bu t ab l e t o t h e h e l m e t l a w . So , Sen a t o r Smi t h , I wo u l d g i v e
you the re s t o f my ti me, and if that's not necessary I would
i nv i t e y ou r com n en t a s t o whe t h er I ' m co r r e c t l y r e f l e c t i ng t h e se
charts that you h ave handed o ut in cha r acterizing them as
showing an approximate 27 percent drop in licensed drivers
compared to a 67 percent dr o p in death s in maki ng
c omparab l e . . .in making comparisons that are fair. I would yield
to you the rest of my time.

SENATOR CUDABACK: Senator Smith, about a minute and a half.

SENATOR SMITH : Thank you . I wou ld want some clarification.
Which years did you use in that analysis?

SENATOR BEUTLER: When I was trying to do this, Senator, I took
a l l o f t he y ea r s b e f o r e 1 98 9 , wh e n t h e l aw ca m e i n t o e f f e c t , an d
I averaged out the number of l icensed drivers in that time
period before. And then I averaged...
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