TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CLERK OF THE LEGISLATURE
Transcriber's Office
FLOOR DERBRATE

April 9, 2003 LB 303

between $4.1 and $9 million a year? The proponents of this bill
have...the only statistic that they seem to be citing from the
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration as acceptable is
the one that says that nonhelmeted users are more...I mean
nonhelmeted motorcyclists involved in crashes are more likely to
be using alcohol, and I guess that that also says to me that
maybe this...the behavior is not particularly responsible. But
there 1is, within those National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration studies, indication that motorcyclists
are...nonhelmeted motorcyclists are three times more 1likely to
have brain trauma. Now, if we are dismissing those statistics,
then I will point to the actual Nebraska statistics provided by
the BryanLGH Trauma Center. The deaths, actually, from Bryan
were less for helmeted than for nonhelmeted, but brain trauma
was 9 percent for helmeted, 56 percent for nonhelmeted, that's
five times as many, and that these individuals are much less
likely to have insurance. The helmeted individuals, none of
them were Medicaid -eligible. The nonhelmeted individuals,
11 percent were Medicaid eligible. Now we may be making light
of this, but this is...ultimately we are making choices about
whether individuals, moderate-income individuals who were
eliminated from the children's health insurance program have the
opportunity to give their children vitamins and immunization
versus whether we're going to take a situation, make it three to
five times more likely for people to have brain trauma, and then
have them be on Medicaid and be paying for it between
$4.1 million and $§9 million a year. And so this is...it may
sound awful, but those are the kinds of choices that we are
making, and if I have to choose between something that's going
to prevent three to five times as many head trauma and be able
to provide care for young children, I would choose to provide
the care for young children. And I will yield the rest of my
time to Senator Brashear.

SENATOR CUDABACK: You have about one minute and a half, Senator
Brashear, if you care to use it.

SENATOR BRASHEAR: Thank you, Mr. President, members of the
body. Thank you, Senator Brown. Having been enlightened by the
debate, while it wasn't my...I hadn't really critically thought
about this, it wasn't my original intent, it's clear to me that
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