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injuries, was in a comma for a day and a half; in t he hospital
for I be l i eve abo u t a w e ek , maybe f ou r or f i ve days , bu t t hen
f or 30 d ays a t h o me I w a s wha t t h e y w o u l d s a y i n t he com muni t y ,
I w as p r ob a b l y 15 mi n u t e s sh o r t o f a f u l l h ou r . I d i dn ' t k n ow ,
you know, what was re a l l y go i n g on . Some pe o p le s t i l l say I
s t i l l don ' t kn o w what ' s g o i n g o n. But ver y f or t un a t e t o r ec o v e r
from that after about 30 days. Then in 1974, a bale pile fell
on top of me, and I' ve got a big scar under my chin to p rove
t hat , a s I h i t t he l o ad e r o f t h e t r a ct o r . Wa s a b l e t o ge t ou t
of th e p i l e by m y s e l f a n d made i t a n d h a d t o g o t o t he do c t o r t o
get sewed up . Then I think i t w a s i n 19 98, riding a
four-wheeler, chasing cattle, the four-wheeler...a c o w was
stopped. I ro l l ed up on t he l eg of a cow ; fo ur - w h ee ler on t op
of me. I pinned my leg underneath it and, believe me, those
four-wheelers are heavy. Was unable to get it out, but I had my
one son, one son to...was in the area. He was able to lift t he
four-wheeler off. My gran dson saw it all happen. H e was
real ly , r ea l l y w o r r i e d t h a t s omething was going t o h appen to me,
but r o l l e d i t back o v e r a n d t o o k o f f r i d i ng a g a i n. But t hen I
t h in k on e o f t h e t h i ng s t h a t whe r e I r e a l l y wa s v e r y c l o se t o
being a s t at i st i c , and I poss i b l y sh o u l d h a v e ha d a h a r d h a t on
a t t h a t t i me , I wa s wo r k i ng wi t h l i v e s t o ck a nd s o m e o f t h e
farmers , t h e c a t t l e fe e de r s ca n re l a t e t o t h i s . I h a d a n
animal , a t h o u sa n d - p o u n d an i ma l , t h a t h ad b l oa t , h a d b l o a t e d ,
and I h ad wo r k e d i t u p i n t o t h e c i r c l e i n t o t he wo r k i ng a l l ey
and c o u ld not get i t i nt o t he sque e z e c h ut e t o re l i ev e t he
bloat . So I st epp e d i n be h i n d , b y t he pa l pat i ng gat e o f t he
squeeze ch u t e , t r i ed t o put t he ho s e d own t h e a n i ma l t o r el i eve
t he b l oa t p r e s s u re , a n d t h e n ex t t h i ng I kne w I w a s l ay i n g f l at
in the squeeze chute on my back with the heifer on top of me.
And then the heifer died, and before she died she kicked the
heck out of my he ad, so I should have had a hard hat on. A nd
I ' l l tell you what, when you' re la ying there with a
thousand-pound animal on top of you and you' re laying flat on
your back , w i t h yo u r o n e h an d p i nn e d und e r your back and a
thousand pounds on top of you, and you' re breathing very short
because you don't have very much air, and you think, how l ong
will I live? If I h o ller real loud I' ll waste a lot of energy
and waste a l ot o f oxyg en , s o I say s , w e l l , I gue s s I ' m h e r e . I
p rayed a l i t t l e . Fo r t u na t e l y , t wo o f my s on s we r e o n t h e f a r m
a t t h a t t i me . . .
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