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wearing a he l me t b u t t he con d i t i o n s we r e suc h t ha t t he he l me t
d idn' t ma t t e r , whi c h i s of t e n t i mes th e c a se , I wi l l ad d , w o ul d
be exempt from this. And I just don't see what this amendment
accomplishes. Th a nk you .

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Senator Smith. Senator Jensen.

SENATOR JE NSEN: Thank you , M r . P resident, m embers o f the
Legislature. I rise to support the Brashear amendment. If you
believe in personal responsibility, how can you not support this
amendment? And then I want to relate to you a little bit about
when I was 17 years old, graduate of high school, my first job
was in construction. And when I was 17 years old I had blond
hair, and I had a crew cut, a flattop, if you will, and it was
p erfect . The r e w a sn' t a ha i r o u t o f p l ac e . I got i t cut eve r y
ten days . I use d b u tch wax, an d i t w as p e r f e c t , And I wor ked
i n c o n st ruct i on , and I got t an ned every y e ar , a n d I . . .w e l l , I
had a good opinion about myself . (Laug h t er) But l e t me say
that later on in construction, they come up with these things.
I hate these things. They' re uncomfortable to wear. They mess
up your hair. You end up with a tan like many of my people from
agriculture, that...it's a little lighter on top than it is down
on your face. But you know what? T hey work. Why do we wear
t hem? Because they work. You can't go on a c o nstruction j ob ,
particu l a r l y a cceanercial c onst r u c t i o n j ob, wi t hou t one of
these. Why is that? Because they save injuries, they save
lives. Every year across the state of Nebraska there is a
motorcycle ride, BRAN ride, Bike R ide A cr oss Ne braska, g reat
event. You know in ord er to get on that, you have to wear a
helmet on a bicycle. No w is that stupid or what? It saves
injuries, it saves lives. Now forget all the money, and I have
trouble doing that. You know where my finances...or what I
think about economics, but forget about that. Bu' there is
nobody on this floor that cannot argue with me th at h elmets
don't sa v e i nj ur i es and don't save lives. Yes, Senator Smith
has different statistics than maybe what our statistics show,
and with the various agencies that Senator Byars said yesterday
about a hospital association, the AMA, all of t hose agencies
t hat w e r esp e ct , and t hey abso l u t e l y say t hat he l mets a r e
necessary, and they save lives. Senat:or Brashear's amendment is
a personal responsibility. You know, how far do we take that, I
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