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yesterday's debate, and this very point. I mean, I didn't e ven
have to re type this from the U.S. Department of Transportation
a nd National Highway Traffic S a fety A d ministration that say s
more research is nee ded on the se subjects to provide a more
comprehensive picture of th e fu ll co s t of moto rcycle c rash
injuries We f o und out yesterday that we don't even have a firm
grasp on how many we' re caring for now as a result of motorcycle
injuries. And we were met with some information that used words
like approximately, and about, and probably. The re w ere
a ssumptions made on how someone got to the nursing home via t h e
injury. And , number one, when you talk about federal law, the
f i rs t t hi ng I be l i ev e we wou l d ha v e t o do i s a ppl y f or a
Medicaid waiver. As many of you know, there are a lot of things
we'd like to do to refo rm Medicaid in our state, a nd th a t ' s
really the subject program here, and we can't do that because of
federal guidelines unless the f ederal g o vernment g ives us a
waiver. And I gue ss we would have to apply for a waiver that
would allow Nedicaid administrators to say, okay, how were you
injured? Now if you were injured from driving a car drunk,
you' re not as responsible as someone who is hit by a n other ca r
when they were riding a motorcycle without a helmet. And this,
I hope Senator Brashear doesn't mind the colloquy I think tha t
we' re engaging in right here, but the fact is I think it' s
riddled with problems, whether i t's co nstitutional, practical
implications along the way. And notwithstanding,...

SENATOR CUDABACK PRESIDING

SENATOR CUDABACK: One minute.

SENATOR SMITH: ...any other provision of law, in the beginning
of the amendment, and to the full est extent com patible w i t h
applicable federal law, now federal law mandates Medicaid in so
many ways, as I' ve pointed out. So perhaps not only would this
amendment cause problems, but it really wouldn't do anything
anyway because of the federal involvement, and, certainly, the
feds , I don ' t be l i e v e , wou l d a l l ow t he s t a t e of Ne br a s k a t o
d isqual i f y a p a ti e n t o r a t ax - p a y ing c i t i z e n b ased on what coul d
have been a very innocent act because someone else has, as i s
usually the case, caused the accident. The motorcycle rider did
not cause the accident, and so if they...I guess if they were
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