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under the sun, should you or shouldn't you, will you or won' t
you, must you or m ust you not, maybe this is the resolution.
Naybe you ought to have the right not to wear the helmet, and
you suffer the consequences of the decision you make, whatever
that be. That's my reason for offering the amendment. I' ve
had...several people have asked me if I'm serious about it. I'm
sorry it appeared ridiculous. I'm absolutely serious. I intend
to leave it where it is, but I don't intend to beat it to death,
and I' ll be anxious to hear what you all have to say about it,
if anything. Thank you.

SENATOR SCHINEK: Thank you, Senator Brashear. The next speaker
is Senator Smith.

SENATOR SNITH: Thank you, Nadam Chair, and members. I rise in
opposition to this. If it applied to every stupid decision
along the way, that would be fine. But some of those stupid
decisions are deciding to ride a motorcycle on ice. That would
not be covered here. That would be...I mean I could come up
with a whole list of stupid decisions that would not be subject
to this. I believe that there are constitutional issues with
this and, certainly, it starts out, notwithstanding any other
provi s i o n o f l aw, a n d t o t he f ul l es t ex t ent com p a t ib l e wi t h
appl i c a b l e f eder al l aw, a per son who i s exem p t f r om
subsec t i o n ( 1 ) o f t h i s sec t i on s ha l l n o t b e e l i g i b l e f o r a ny
benefit p rovided by this sta te r elated to healthcare,
rehabilitation, long-term care, or any other service made
necessary as a result of any injury sustained while operating or
as a passenger on a motorcycle or moped on any highway of this
state without wearing a p rotective helmet as provided in
subsection (1) o f th is sec tion. Now I rise in opposition to
this on the p remise that it i s n o t o nly a little bit
discriminatory but extremely discriminatory. Notorcyclists
a lready pay more taxes. I mean they a lready pay som e
registration fees th a t go t oward the safety course. They pay
their general taxes. Now if this amendment would l ead to the
waiving of taxes for motorcyclists because all of a sudden
they' ve assumed much more responsibility than an y o ther
i nd i v i d u al i n c u r r i ng a r i s k - o r i en t ed b eh a v i o r . Ri d i n g a h o r s e ,
I know a lot of people who have been injured riding a horse. I
want to go b ack to the point that I bring out yet again, after
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