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make people wear a seat belt and we don't mandatorily harvest
their organs. I thought (laugh)...I discussed this with Senator
Pedersen privately. I thought that was a bit much, you know,
the price of getting to ride your Harley without a helmet 1is
that if something happens to you, we're going to take your
liver, and your heart, and everything we can get. I just
couldn't get comfortable with that. And I...this was actually
hatched in dinner conversation with Kathy one night because the
ultimate test that we always come back to is if they ride the
Harley without the helmet and something awful happens, God
forbid, and there's a brain injury, then we all know about,
Senator Jensen, I am sure, can tell us the details of how we
impoverish people and we move them onto the state rolls and then
we take care of them long-term at taxpayer expense. And that's
when it occurred to me that maybe we should go back to an
earlier era and a more primitive time when the law hatched a
doctrine called assumption of the risk, and we didn't have the
welfare state, and we didn't...weren't trying to take care of
everybody from cradle to grave, and we didn't believe that you
had an 1inalienable right to be prevented from making any
mistakes. And we also didn't believe it was our problem if you
made a mistake and suffered the consequences of it. I know this
is all revolutionary today. We've flattened the earth.
Although we found out it was round, we've flattened it and we
engage in a great deal more simplistic thinking. And we manage
everybody and everything in such a way as we all, by a majority
rule, can decide it's good for everybody. But the reason I
offer this amendment, I don't have a lot of material prepared
like some of you, the reason I offer this amendment is I think
this kind of frames the issue. You want to ride your Harley
without the helmet, something awful happens to you, to the
extent the law will allow, and that's...you have to search
through all the federal and state 1legal requirements, and
everything else, but to the extent the law will allow, we're
never dgoing to care for you at all, and you're going to take
care of yourself. And that's the decision you make when you get
on the Harley without the helmet. And I'm not saying it should
only apply to Harleys and helmets. I mean, maybe it should
apply to some other things. But in this particular contest
which constantly occupies us, and we hear all kinds of new
facts, figures, and opinions, but there is really nothing new
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