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make p e op l e we a r a se a t b e l t an d we do n ' t ma n d a t o r i l y ha r v e s t
t hei r o r ga n s . I t h ou g h t ( l au g h ) . . .I discussed this with Senator
P ederse n p r i v a t e l y . I t ho u g h t t ha t wa s a b i t mu ch , y o u k no w ,
t he p r i c e o f g e t t i n g t o r i de y o u r Ha r l ey wi t ho u t a h e l me t i s
t ha t i f s ome t h i ng h a pp e ns t o yo u , we ' r e g o i n g t o t a ke y o u r
liver, and your heart, and everything w e can get . I just
c ould n ' t g e t c omf o r t a b l e wi t h t h a t . An d I . ..this was actually
hatched in dinner conversation with Kathy one night because the
ultimate test tha t we a lways come back to is if they ride the
H arley without the helmet and som ething a w ful ha ppens, G o d
forb i d , an d th e r e ' s a b r a i n i n j u r y , t h en we a l l k no w ab ou t ,
Senator Jensen, I am sure, can tell us the d e t ails o f how we
impoverish people and we move them onto the state rolls and then
we t a ke ca r e o f t h em l o ng - t e r m a t t ax p ay e r e x p e n s e . An d t h a t ' s
when it occurred to me that m aybe we should go back to an
e ar l i e r e r a a n d a mo r e p r i mi t i v e t i me wh e n t h e l a w ha t ch e d a
d oct r i n e ca l l e d a s su m p t i o n o f t h e r i sk , a nd we d i d n ' t h av e t h e
wel f a r e s t a t e , an d we d i d n ' t . . .weren ' t t r y i n g t o t a k e c a r e o f
e verybody f r om c r ad l e t o g r a ve , an d we d i d n ' t b e l i e ve t h a t yo u
had a n i n a l i e n a b l e r i g h t t o b e p r ev e n t e d f r om mak i ng an y
mistakes. And we also didn't believe it was our problem if you
made a mis t ake an d s u f f e r e d t h e c o n sequences o f i t . I know t hi s
i s a l l r evo l ut i on a r y t oda y . We ' ve f l at t en e d t he ea r t h .
Al t h o ugh w e f ou n d o ut i t wa s r o u n d , w e ' v e f l a t t e ne d i t a nd we
engage in a great deal more simplistic thinking. And we manage
everybody and everything in such a way as we all, by a majority
rule, can decide it's good for everybody. But the reason I
offer this amendment, I don't have a lot o f m aterial p r epared
like some of you, the reason I offer this amendment is I think
t hi s k i n d o f f r ames t h e i ss u e . You wa n t t o r i de your Ha r l ey
withou t t he he l me t , som e t h i n g awf u l happ en s t o you , t o t he
extent the law will a llow, an d that' s...you have to sear ch
t hrough al l t he f ede r al and s t at e l ega l r equ i r e ments , a n d
everything else, but to the extent the la w w ill all ow, w e' re
never going to care for you at all, and you' re going to take
care of yourself. And that's the decision you make when you get
on th e H a rl e y wi t ho ut t h e h e l me t . An d I ' m n o t s ay i ng i t s ho u l d
only apply to Harleys and helmets. I mean, maybe it should
apply to some other things. But in this pa rticular c ontest
which co n s t a n t l y o c cu p i e s u s , a n d we h e a r a l l k i n d s o f n ew
f ac t s , f i gu r e s , a nd op i n i on s , b u t t h e r e i s r ea l l y no t h i n g n ew
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