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argue not . Fl or i da re pe a l e d t he i r he l met l aw , an d i nc i den t a l l y
they do have the health insurance requirement so we' re not the
f i r s t ones t o do t hat . The i r f at a l i t y r at e wen t down
5.2 percent. Now the do ctors who suggest carnage and mayhem
upon the enactment of repealing a helmet law som etimes...now
they saw an actual number or an actual increase in deaths, but
the fact is all of the information suggests that there were more
registrations. R egistrations in Florida increased 20 percent
upon the repeal of the helmet law, and so the net fatality rate
went down. Now I go back to economic issues involved here and
if our registrations went up 2 0 percent, that's not j ust
registration revenue. That would suggest sales tax revenue as
well. And there are a lot of pluses of motorcycle travel in
N ebraska, not only economically but environmentally an d
otherwise, when you think of if there are more motorcycles on
the streets and roads, there's a g reater awareness. And,
really, that's what we need to have, is a greater awareness. As
drivers of vehicles, we need a gr eater awareness of other
vehic l e s ou t t her e , a n d e s p e c i a l l y . . .

SPEAKER BROMM: One minute.

S ENATOR SMI TH : ...motorcycles. Senator Byars, I t hink,
suggested t hat I was inac curate in saying that the
bill...motorcycle helmet law was passed in 1989. I' ve tried to
be careful and say it was enacted in 1989, January 1, 1989, and
s o whether it was...that's beside the point, I guess. Bu t t h e
fact is the numbers tell us a lot and they' re not as reflective
of the carnage and mayhem that some would suggest. Thank you.

Senato r V r t i sk a .SPEAKER BROMM: Tha nk you, Senator Sm ith.
Senato r V r t i sk a .

SENATOR VRTISKA: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, members of the body.
I haven't spoke on this piece of legislation up to this point
and I'm n o t gving to speak very long this time, but I did want
to ask Senator Pedersen, Dwite Pedersen, a couple questions, if
I mi g h t .

SPEAKER BROMM: Senator Pedersen, would you yield, Senator Dwite
Pedersen?
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