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FLOOR DEBATE

LB 303Apri l 8 , 2 0 03

C LERK: 1 5 a y e s , 0 na y s t o ce a s e d eba t e .

SENATOR CUDABACK: Deb a t e d o e s c ea s e . Se na t o r Br o w n, y ou ' r e
recognized to close on your amendment, FA1195.

SENATOR BROWN: Tha nk you, Nr. P resident. Notorcyclists a r e
three t imes as likely to suf fer a br ain injury when
compared...unhelmeted, as compared to helmeted. T hat i s ...the
thing is that we' re talking about facts here. We' re talking
about...that we say that one person's fact is extraneous and the
other person...you know, we' re putting down the facts. This
whole amendment is not about arguing the facts. It is about who
pays. Who is going to pay? Senator Smith does not want the
person who may be more likely to use a lcohol because he,
himself, said that we have the information that an unhelmeted
motorcyclist is more likely to use alcohol. He doesn't want
that person who already has been shown to make decisions that
I'm not sure that I think are very responsible, and they are not
very responsible to society, he doesn't want that person to have
t o pay $250 a month for their long-term care. He wan ts o u r
taxpayers to pay $250 a month, or whatever it would turn out to
be. Yes, we don't know exactly what the numbers are. Senator
Jensen and I have both been trying to arrive at some numbers.
We do know that the average cost is $100,000 per year. That is
an amount that we know. And so if unhelmeted motorcyclists are
t hree times more likely to suffer head injuries, then we ar e
going to have three t3mes more incidence of head injuries on
those people who choose not to w ear a helmet, if they' re
involved in a cr ash, if we are to adopt this bill. I just am
concerned about who is going to pay for that cost. If we are
<.'.king about allowing people to make individual choices, that' s
fine. His own in formation would say that those choices for
unhelmeted motorcyclists are not always the best choices, but
that's fine if they want to do it on their own. I don't believe
that we can say that the rest of the taxpayers should subsidize
that decision making. And for that reason, I would urge the
a dopt ion o f F A 1 195 . Tha n k y o u .

SENATOR CUDABACK: Tha nk y o u , Sen a t o r Br o w n . You ' v " h e a r d t h e
closing on amendment, FA1195, to the committee amendments to
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