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SENATOR CUDABACK:
r epor t s ?

CLERK: No, no announcements or reports, Mr. President.

SENATOR CUDABACK: Mr. Clerk, state where we w ere when we
r ecessed fo r l unc h .

CLERK: Sen ato r B rown had an amen dment p e nding to the
Transpor t a t i o n Commit te e amendments t o L B 303 .

SENATOR CUDABACK: Okay, thank you. (Visitors introduced.) The
speaking order for the Brown amendment is Senator Brown,
Senators Erdman, Mossey, Baker, Schimek, Raikes, Price, Janssen,
Bourne, Cunningham, Aguilar, and Quandahl. Senator Brown, on
y our a mendment .

SENATOR BROWN : M r . President, m embers, we' ve had a sort of
circuitous discussion about this amendment, and I want to s ay
t ha t I t h i nk t h a t Se n a t o r Smi t h h a s t r i e d v e r y h a r d
to...somebody in speaking th i s mor ning talked about
libertarianism and I th ink that Senator Smith has tried very
h ard to put together something that would address some of t he
concerns . But one of t he t hi n g s t h a t he sa i d t h i s m o r n i n g i n
response to this amendment I found very interesting. He said
that the reason that he was against this amendment is that it
would require people to pay $250 per month for the long-term
healthcare insurance, and yet he wants us to ~ke a decision
t oday t ha t w e w i l l t ake t h at r i sk upon t he t axpa y e r s o f t he
state of Nebraska. Someone of my colleagues said, well, we pay
everyone's everything, and that has become true. I agree with
some of the things that Senator Bourne said about that our
gre~ter i s s u e w i t h l on g - t e r m c a r e i s t ho s e i nd i v i d u a l s t h at ar e
spe~ ding down their assets. B u t I don't know that that is a
reason to look at this aspect and to say, okay, one is m o re
significant than the other but to ignore the significance of
this, especially in light of s ome o f th e d ata, insurance
companies...we let ins urance co mpanies ch arge mo re to
individuals who have preexisting conditions, who have...who may
u se t ob a c c o . Th e r e a so n t h a t t h a t i s t r ue i s be ca u s e t h e y a r e
assuming a greater risk. Bu t i n this circumstance, we are
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