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and diabetes, or one or two ot her significant illnesses or
diseases, t he l i ke l i hoo d t h a t yo u ca n e v e n o b t a i n lo ng - t e rm care
insurance diminishes. Tho.re's many long-term care irsurance
carriers thac won't even issue a pol icy to a 55- or a
60-year - o l d i ndi v i du al t hat ha s hi gh b l ood pr essu r e and
diabetes . So I t h i nk wh a t we ' ve d one i s , i s we ' ve sa i d , you
have t o ha v e t h i s i f yo u wa n t t o g o 'helmetless'; however, you
might not be ab l e t o ge t t he i nsur a n c e. And I t hi nk t hat ' s o f a
concern to ev e r y b ody. I t hi nk that th er e a re some equa l
protection issues there. And secondly, there's the cost
involved to long-term care insurance. Everybody knows how
expensive regular health insurance is, but lo ng-term care
insurance is extremely expensive. It's not unusual for a ve ry
healthy 50-year-old individual to spend $2,500 a y ear for
long-term care in s u r a n ce. That ' s wh y on l y abou t 8 pe r cen t of
the population has long-term care insurance, is because it's so
expensive. If we' re truly concerned about the cost of nursing
home c a r e and i t s ef f ec t on o u r b u d ge t f r o m Medi c a i d p a t i e n ts ,
we should do so meth ing l i ke p r ev e nt p e o p le f r om s pen d i ng dow n
thei r asse t s so t hat t hey q u a l i f y fo r M ed i c a i d . That ' s a mo r e
real...that is a more real danger to our budget situation than
this . I f you l ook a t the st a t i s t i c s an d the n u mbers th a t
Senator Smith passed out, talks about fatalities, but it also
talks about injuries. A nd in the year 2002, there was 330
injuries. Now, there's an asterisk next to that, so I as sume
that that' s...it is an estimate. I doubt very much that all 330
of those individuals ended up in long-term care. So while it is
a c o ncern t o sa y t h a t th i s mi g h t ad d so me cost t o t he st at e , I
don't think that that's a real argument. Again, the real danger
to our Medicaid ex p end i t u r e i s t he spe n d d own, t h a t ou r sen i or s
can s p end down and qual i f y fo r Me d ic a i d , ev e n t h o ugh they s t i l l
have assets . I sup p or t S e nator Smi t h ' s b i l l . I don ' t t hi nk we
need to hol d people ' s h ands . Sh o ul d you r i d e w i t h a h e l met ? Of
course . But I d on ' t t h i n k t h a t me an s t ha t we h a ve to fo r c e t hi s
upon people. They sho uld have some element of choice here.
Again, I do oppose the amendment that we' re discussing right
now. I don ' t be l i e ve i t ' s fa i r . I t h i nk i t ' s di spa r a t e t o
r equire some indi v i duals t o h ave l o n g - t e rm car e i nsu r a nce , but
not everybody. So even though I think everybody should have
long-term care insurance, I don't believe that this is the right
s ituat ion i n w h ich t o mandate i t . Tha n k y o u .
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