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SPEAKER BRONN: Thank you, Senator Kruse. Senator Schimek.

SENATOR SCHINEK: Thank you, Nr. President and members. Senator
Kruse, you said some of the things that I wanted to say to this
body. And I wanted to let people know, who weren't here when
Senator Lynch was here, that this was a very emotional issue on
the floor every time we ever d i scussed it. And we have
discussed this issue, and we have discussed this issue, and we
have discussed this issue. I rise in opposition to the bill. I
have questions about the coaanittee amendment. An d I rise in
support of the amendment to the comnittee amendment. When my
sons were little, and when they were growing up, we didn't have
a lot of rules at ou r h ouse. I d idn't think rules always
brought out the best behavior. It som etimes called for th e
impos i t i o n o f c e r t a i n k i n d s of p un i s hme nt t h a t ( l au g h ) d i dn ' t
really work very well either. But when my boys were lit tle, I
told them that there were two rules that they had to abide by.
One of those rules was based on an irr ational fe ar of flyin g
tha t I h a d , an d I t o l d t h em t he y c ou l dn ' t ev e r g r ow u p t o b e
a i r l i n e p i l o t s . And se co n d t h i n g t h e y c o u l dn ' t d o . . . a nd t h i s
was a rational fear...they could not ever get on a motorcycle.
I believed t hen, a nd I be lie ve now , tha t the y are ve ry
dangerous . I t i s n o t fo r me t o sa y t he y s h ou l d b e ou t l awe d . I
think that many people have driven t hem for many year s with
great sa f e t y . Bu t I d o su pp o r t t h e i d e a o f t h e h e l me t l a w i n
this state. And I was kind of amused when I saw Senator Smith's
map here that shows Nebraska surrounded by all these states that
have helmet laws, and that maybe is a rationale for our enacting
such a law. And I would just say, well, the same thing applies
to gambling, Senator Smith. (Laugh) The states all around us
have gambling. So you know, be careful what you wish for. I
also would echo what Senator Brown said about the costs to other
people. There are cost s to o the r people. A nd one of the
persons who's been most vocal and most steadfast over the years
in his opposition to the helmet law...or to the removal of the
helmet law, is a Dr. James Nanion, f rom Crei ghton Un i versity,
who I'm sure some of you know. And I counted, without going
through my whole f i l e , th r ee le t t er s t hi s yea r al on e f r om h i m,
telling about some of the human costs and some of the economic
costs o f n o t hav i n g h e l met l a ws . And he t al ks about l et t er s
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