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biker , t h a t h e l mets ar e no t a si gn i f i ca n t d e t e r r e n t . She ha s
taken the training. She did everything right. They told her in
training, never, ever go out the driveway without a helmet. She
and her friends do that. She says it's no hindrance. The hair
blows...the air blows through her hair, and her heart races with
her beautiful machine. She's all for education, and appreciate
that part of it. Bu t education doesn't get at the problem of
the bill. We hear about fatality statistics. Wel l , that' s
beside the point. I' ve been on Appropriations long enough that
I don' t f e e l p a i n a nymore. (Laugh) T h ank you fo r rec o gniz ing a
little humor there. It' s...people will do foolish things, and
people will die doing foolish things. The problem that I see is
strictly from our mo ney factor. I t 's the public cost. It' s
already been spoken to. I t's great. The fatalities are the re.
I r e member a c o mnent i n M is s o ur i f r om a n e wspaper th at s a i d t he
Legislature should not spend more time in trying to figure out
how to kill more of our citizens. Our problem is dollars.
We' re in a budget crisis. An d I cannot believe that at th is
point we would consider anything that would increase that budget
pri ce . And i t sur el y wi l l . Not a g r eat amo un t. I don ' t
see...this is not the end of the world type of thing. I don' t
have any great passion about this. This is not something I'm
going to speak to very much. But one brain injury is $100,000 a
year for the rest of their life. And it's our bill. They talk
about insurance. Ins urance is not going to cover it, except,
you know, a very expensive long-range policy, which we' re not
going to agree to, I'm sure. Insurance gives up. So if we only
have a half a dozen of these over the years, it's still $100,000
a year. Most of them tend to be young. If we pay 50 years of
that, it counts up. We have a certain amount of benefit from
more bikers going through our state, we' re told, and so on.
(Laugh) Well, one brain injury, which is what helmets are t o
prevent, one brain injury wipes out all o f th e e conomic
benefits. From there on, we go in the hole. I am not w illing
t o add t h i s . . .

SPEAKER BROMM: One minute.

SENATOR KRUSE: .. .cost to our future tax load. A nd I think in
this particular year, we ought not to be considering it as a
b ody. Th a n k y o u .
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