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have to have an insurance card to...in order to get th at
l i cense . Howeve r , i mm e d i a t e l y af t er ge t t i ng t he vehi cl e
licensed, they' ll drop their insurance. The same t hing can
happen, not only on the automobile or the motorcycle insurance,
but also the long-term care insurance. So we d on't have a ny
j us t i f i cat i on t o say t ha t t h i s i nsur a n c e w i l l be m a in t a i n e d .
It's just a matter of what will happen. One other issue that
comes to mind is that every young person, they' re...one of the
things that they' re striving to be, more than anything else, is
an adult. They act like adults, they want to look like adults,
and they' ll do what adults do. I have in m y hand here the
'Nebraska Adolescents Major Causes of Pr emature Death and
Disability. Thi s is published once a year by the N ebraska
Health and Human Services System. In that...and it talks about
the various risk activities that children and young people
partake in. Forty-four percent rode in a car during the past
30 days with someone who had been drinking alcohol; 25 percent
drove a motor vehicle after drinking alcohol during the past
30 days. Got a whole list of things, probably around 20 items.
One of them, however, is 35 pe r cent o f thos e who rode a
motorcycle during the last 12 months never, rarely wore a
helmet. And so you have young people trying to act like adults,
who also, even though the bill says that anyone under 22...I
believe it's 22...or 21 must wear a helmet. But you' re going to
have a lot of kids out there who are going to act like adults
and be without the helmets and then get into the accidents. . .

SPEAKER BROMM: One minute.

SENATOR J E NSEN: . . . a l so . I wo u l d j u s t ap p e al t o y o u . Th i s i s
certainly not a bill that we ought to enact at this time. Not
when this state is facing major, major budget shortfalls, and
not when our Medicaid costs are growing up at 14.5 percent per
year. We don 't need one more item to increase those costs to
the state, to our citizens, by repealing this helmet law, which,
yes, has reduced deaths, and it also has reduced a nu mber of
people who would have been severely injured and had long-term
i n j u r i e s . I ' ve w o r k e d w i t h t he br a i n t r au ma . . .

SPEAKER BROMM: T ime.
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