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I want you to look at is the Nebraska motorcycle fatalities from
1982 to 2002, and also motorcycle injuries 1982 to 2002. These
are the white sheets that I' ve passed out. And the n also
accompanied by registrations of motorcycles in Nebraska. The
i ssue o f f at al i t i es a n d i nj u r i e s I wou l d say i s mo r e o f a
function...I mean, the statistics show that fatalities and
injuries are more a function of how many motorcycles are out
there than who is helmeted and who isn' t. If you look at the
fatality rates, it was going down before 1989 anyway. It was
going down before we enacted the helmet law. It leveled out,
and actually recently has started to go back up. Inju ries
follow the same pattern. Motorcycle registrations do too. The
e xact same trend line that registrations were starting to g o
down, probably because of the economy, in the eighties. And
then in 1989, they...it started to level out, started to level
out, hadn't quite yet. But then registrations go back up more
recently, the very same trend line. The provisions of LB 303,
with th e training mechanism especially, seek to p revent
accidents. A nd p reventing a c cidents, o bviously, ar e what
prevent injuries and deaths. And at the same time, we can
encourage people to acquire more information, we can g rant
someone the decision to go...the personal decision, that won' t
harm anyone else, whether or not to go without a helmet. W ith
that, the committee a m endments, Senator B a ker w i ll open on
those. And I' ll try to clarify anything along the way . But
please understand that a lot of these provisions are the result
of compromises along the way. There are some amendments that I
cannot compromise on, because I think they' re extreme in nature.
But the coaanittee amendments certainly do reflect a compromi: o..
T hank you, Mr . S p eaker .

SPEAKER BROMM: Thank you, Senator Smith. We ' ll then m o ve to
the conanittee amendments. Sen ator Baker, to open on the
committee amendments .

SENATOR BAKER: Thank you , M r . Speaker an d mem bers . Tne
committee amendment replaces the bill, although many of the
provisions remain the same as in the green copy. I' ll focus on
j us t t he chan g e s made by t h e c o mni t t e e a mendments . Fi r st , t he
committee amendment changes the amount of funding in t he
motorcycle fund. Prior to January 1 of 2005, that amount was $8
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