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propose to sign and do sign LR 66. I see no further lights on.
Senator Redfield, you' re recognized to close on your amendment.

SENATOR REDPIELD: Thank you, Senator Bromm. I will tell you
t hat my c h i l d h ad m e n i n g i t i s a s a n i nf a nt . So a c t ua l l y , my
amendment wouldn't p revent that. Se nator Bourne is absolutely
right, this can occur earlier in life, but parents do take their
children to see physicians. We have pediatricians who do inform
parents about the healthcare of their children. Th ey tell th e m
a l l about t he i mm u n i z a ti o n s t h a t t he y sho u l d r ec e i v e , and t he y
a lso r e c ommend t h ose t h a t a r e op t i on , i l . So t hose i nf or m a ti o n
pieces are occurring at younger ages. What we' re talking about
here is a program under Senator Byars' bill w h i ch addresses a
problem that w as rec ognized b y CDC , and that was the higher
incidence level for college freshmen in dorms. That wa s the
genesis of the bill. The vaccine is effective for three to five
years. Because of the incidence level that we have experienced
i n Nebraska, if we were t o have those stu dents r e ceive th e
immunization, say, as a junior, they would be protected through
that high school career and into their college career, s o that
i t wou l d n ' t be a w a s t e , i t wou l d be m ore e f f e c t i v e . I f I wer e a
parent making that decision, why would I wait until college if
the incidence rate in Nebraska has occurred at the high school
level, where they are mixing up in sports and other activities
with young people? I t see ms t o me i f I can g e t t hr ee t o f i ve
years ' good out o f t he vacc i ne , I want t hem t o r ec e i v e i t
earlier. How are parents going to know that? Well , perhaps a
vaccine w a s dev e l o ped.. .since their children were young and
under a pediatrician's care, the vaccine was developed, and
parents ar e not awa re of i t . That ' s wha t , act u a l l y , t h i s
amendment would do. It would come and inform parents, like me,
who have experience with meningitis but did not know when their
child was young that in the future a vaccine would be developed.
Now the vaccine is there. It's available. I think it would be
helpful , i f we ' r e g o i n g t o d o t h i s , t o i nf o r m parents . Do e s i t
change Senator Chambers'? No. You still have to m ake a
decision o n t he Chambers amendment, whether this is t he
direct ion you want t o g o w i t h t h e b i l l , and a ct ua l l y t ake out
Senator Byars' language. But if you' re going to do the Chambers
amendment, it makes sense to have these children protected
earlier. And certainly the information would be e asier to
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