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SENATOR BYARS : Thank you, Nr. Speaker. I think...in all due
respect, I appreciate what Senator Pederson has said, and t hank
you, Senator F o ley, fo r yo u r support. I th ink what Senator
Pederson has said I think is just the tip of the r e ason wh y I
came with th i s bi l l the way that I came, in the little baby
step, in requiring a vaccination but giving an out, was to try
not to make this punitive and try not to make it a mandate that
would imnediately get people to s tand up an d h ave huge
o bjections. I und erstand what Senator Pederson is saying. A r e
we getting involved in the a dministration, b asically, o f the
university w ith al l of their staff? Y es, we are, to a certain
degree. We ar en't to a degree that i t 's pun itive or is so
difficult for th em to administer that it doesn't have efficacy
a nd that it doesn't make sense. What we' re charged w ith, w ith
public policy h e re ...and which I think we' ve been very mindful
of. This Legislature has shown time and again in recent years
how important the pub lic he alth of its citizens is. This is
another step in tnat direction. T he r e is v irt ually no t one
p iece o f l eg i s ' at i on t h a t w e e n ac t o n t hi s f l oo r t ha t i sn ' t i n
some way going to affect, in a mandatory way, in a way that is
going t o r equ i r e s o meth ing o f t he c i t i ze n s o f t h i s s t at e . Th i s
i s no t d i f f er e n t t h a n t ha t . Do we , i n ef f ec t , s t op mak i ng
publi c pol i c y t hat has any k i nd of r equ i r em ent s i n i t f or
anyone? T hat way we can certainly be...say that we' re not
mandating, we' re not having any government interference. We' re
j ust b e i n g a 'non-legislature.' I do n ' t choo s e t o be a
'non-legislator.' I choose, i n a n y wa y I po ss i b l y ca n , t o t r y
to further the cause of public health in this state. Aga in , I
will go back to us not being mind readers. We cannot, as much
as we would like, forecast what will happen in the future,
except based on empirical and historical evidence elsewhere.
Because we have not had an outbreak of meningitis in thir state,
does it mean we should wait to react until some of our students
are maimed and have their limbs amputated, or they die and their
families are faced with that grief? Or do we, as a matter of
public policy, look forward rather than backward, and instead of
responding only to crisis that we try to be proactive in the way
t hat we manage th e p u b l i c pol i cy of t h i s bod y ? I t i s my choi c e ,
whether you agree or whether you don' t, to be p roactive. I
won't a p o l o g i z e f o r br i ng i n g t h i s pi e c e o f l eg i s l at i o n . I t hi nk
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