
TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CLERK OF THE LEG ISLATURE
Transcriber's Office

FLOOR DEBATE

LB 513Apri l 8 , 20 0 3

I ' ve b ee n c o n c e r n e d a b o u t t h i s b i l l i t s e l f . An d a l t h ou g h I k n ow
it's very we ll meaning, and I have a great deal of respect for
Senator Byars and his interest in health matters generally, I'm
c oncerned a b ou t wh e r e w e' r e g o i n g wi t h l eg i s l a t i o n su ch a s t h i s .
The pr i ma ry f ocus o f t he di scu ss i o n a t l eas t ha s be e n o n t h e
Unive r s i t y o f Neb r a s k a a t L i n co l n . An d m y eve r - r ea d y st a f f h a s
obtained for me a copy of the preenrollment health requirements
o f t h e U ni ve r s i t y o f Ne b r a s k a a t L i n co l n . The o n l y t h i n g t h a t
i s pr es e n t l y r equ i r ed on t he he a l t h f or m a t t he un i v e r s i t y i s
i mmunity f r o m measles . No w , i n t he f o r m i t go e s o n t o sa y , t he
f o l l o w i n g v a c c i ne s a r e n o t r e qu i r e d f o r a dmi s s i o n t o t h i s
unive r s i t y , b u t ar e h i g h l y r ec om mended by t h e Un i v e r s i t y He a l t h
Center. And tetanus is one, and then another is hepatitis B,
and finally the meningococcal vaccine that we' re talking about
here. So these are recommended currently, highly recommended by
the university, in its application form And the form goes on
t o s ay , t he f r e s hma n s t u d e n t s l i v i ng o n ca mpu s . So t he y ' r e
concerned about tha t iss ue. Bu t now we a r e involved as a
Legislature in t rying to designate w hat t he Un i versity o f
Nebrask a s h ou l d r eq u i r e , wha t t h ey sh o u l d i n f o r m . And i s t ha t
our responsibility? It se ems to me that the University o f
Nebrask a . wh i ch , i n c i d e nt a l l y , i n L i n c o l n ha s f i v e ph y s i i an s
on s t a f f . . . a nd i t se em s t o me t h a t we ar e , b y L e g i s l at u r e ,
attempting to invade what is the resp onsibility o f the
u nive r s i t y . I t h i n k t h a t we d o n o t n ee d t o d o t h i s . I t h i nk
t he un i v e r s i t y i s f u l l y c a p ab l e o f wa r n i ng t h e s t ud e n t s a nd
g iv i n g t h e m a d e q u a t e i n f o r m a ti o n . Wh en w e s t op t o t h i nk o f a l l
o f t he t hi n g s t h a t w e c o u l d s a y t h e y n ee d t o b e i nf o r med about ,
I t h i n k t ha t t he y a r e f u l l y c ap a b l e o f d e t e r mi n i n g , o n t he
u nivers i t y s t a f f , wha t t hey ' r e capa b l e o f say i n g n e eds t o b e
done and should be done. And I think we reach a point that t he
Legislature is attempting to dictate to one of our entities what
t hey sh ou l d d o a n d sh o u l d n ' t do . An d I t h i n k t h a t ' s
inappropr i a t e . And I r eal l y go bey o nd what S e na tor Ch ambers i s
saying, wher e he say s t hey shou l d do cer t ai n t hi ng s i n t hi s
amendment. I think that this particular legislation is totally
unnecessary. So with that, I thank you.
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