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one that is valid, and one that is justifiable. I think in this
b ody, on d a i l y bas i s , w e br i n g l eg i s l at i on t h a t w e t a k e o n e s te p
at a t i me . I t hi nk t he m ood p o l i t i ca l l y of t h i s bo d y a t t hi s
point is that if you' re going to mandate something, you need to
think through that very, very carefully, and if that mandate is
i n effect, give people an option to t hink through this
themselves to make a decision on whether they would want to opt
out or n ot . And t h i s i s w ha t I ' v e a t t e mpted t o d o pol i t i ca l l y ,
very honestly, with you, straightforward. It is a requirement
t o have a v a ccinat i on . I t i sn ' t st r i ct l y an edu c a t i o na l b i l l .
I t does requir e a l l st u d e nt s . . . a nd a s I 'm t a l k i n g t o p e ople f r o m
the university system and elsewhere, they feel that the language
in the b i l l w o ul d c over t h e f r a t e r n i t i e s , t he s o r o r i t i e s , a n yone
who i s i n a congr e g a t e - t ype on-campus housing . I f eel i t ' s
important . I fe e l i t ' s goo d p ubl ic p o l i cy . I don ' t f eel I 'm
b ring ing yo u s ometh ing t h a t i sn ' t of wor t h , t hat i su ' t o f va] ue .
I think it's very much of value. And I...it does require a
vaccination unless you sign a waiver form. I would rather have
t hat push i n t he bi l l , t hat c l ub , i f y ou wi l l , say i n g y o u h a v e
to have a vaccination, you have to be educated. If you choose
not t o , you s i gn t he w a i v e r f o r m . Bu t i t ' s mo r e t h a n j u s t an
educational p i e ce . And I r eal l y d o f e e l st r o n gl y a bout t h a t . I
understand Senator Chambers' point of v iew. I thin k he
consistently has, in any legislation he has brought, or any
legislation that he's opposed, he would rather go for the whole
n ine yar d s i n t he l eg i s l at i on t hat he i nt r odu c es , do t he
mandate, do the...whatever the appropriate point of his b ills
are. I don 't choose to always do that. I would rather take
baby steps sometimes to be able to educate and to be able to
move people in a direction that I feel they should be. I would
like to see many more imnunizations for many diseases required
in this state. And I will be researching and looking at those
and bringing those back to this body over the next several
years, as long as I am able. But I feel this is something that
is good legislation. I don't see...I truly don't see any
negatives toward moving this forward. This is not punitive.
This does not segregate any group of p eople and unfairly
d iscr i m i nat e ag ai n s t t he m . I t h i nk i t ' s som e t h i n g t ha t ' s go o d
public health policy. And as we' ve moved forward strongly to
develop a worthwhile public health system in this state, this is
a nother p i ece t hat f i t s i n t o t hat . And I wou l d s t r on g l y u r g e
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