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there are areas of Nebraska that more than welcome livestock, if
that would be a correct term. If you'd think about making an
investment, if I was to move out with a 200-head dairy, let's
say, or a few thousand head feedlot, I think you would probably,
if this was to gain momentum, you'd look for a county that had
this kind of a designation, that voluntarily offered up that
they have access to feed, access to water. They are receptive
to expanding their livestock base; that they look at it as a
favorable economic, because I think we have to recognize
statewide that isn't all the case. 1 made some phone calls to
some of the letters that have come in over the last few months,
and some people's...the dilemma is, I don't know if it's a
problem, but the dilemma is there's...what's an acceptable size
is very subjective. 1 called one that said seven sows in a
pasture is the kind of hog production that we would like to see.
The problem is reality and the ideal is colliding here. And
I've got some issues here of about...and documented, you might
say, of 2,000-head hog wunits 3 different places that went
through all kinds of grief. Some got theirs eventually and some
did not. The point is the size and scale that we need today,
once again, 1is in the eyes of the beholder. Some are saying
there's, in fact, there's counties in Iowa that have designated
500-head hog unit as the id...as the size, they're restricted to
that . You just as well not raise hogs as to have a 500-head
finishing unit. And so the dilemma is economics are providing a
huge problem. You have to be so big to be economically viable.
Many do not want that size there. Therefore, 1it's not
economically vieable. So it becomes a vicious circle. We turned
you down because you're too big. Well, you have to be turned
down because vyou can't make a living at that size. Now I've
said before, and I think most of us agree, we don't really want
the large, huge operations, but you can't deny that somewhere in
here there's a size and scale that has to be economically viable
anl earn a living for the person that's trying to do it, or it's
not worth their time. And, once again, the trouble is that
becomes subjective across several counties across the state.
I've talked to several in that hearing, after the hearing; said
we are livestock friendly. But the dilemma is sometimes it
depends on who you are. Sometimes it depends on where you come
from. Sometimes it depends on how you got there. Sometimes it
depends on where you're sitting in relationship to one other
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