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there are areas of Nebraska that more than welcome livestock, if
t ha t wo u l d b e a co r r e c t t e r m . I f yo u ' d t h i n k ab o ut ma k i n g a n
investment, if I was to move out with a 2 00 -head da i ry, let' s
say, or a few thousand head feedlot, I think you would probably,
i f t h i s wa s t o g a i n mo m e n t um , y ou ' d l o o k f o r a co u n t y t h a t h ad
t hi s k i n d o f a de s i g n a t i o n , t h a t v o l un t a r i l y o f f e r e d u p t h a t
they have ac cess to feed, access to water. They are receptive
to expanding their livestock base; that they look a t it a s a
favorable economic, because I th i n k we have to reco gnize
s ta t e w i d e t h a t i sn ' t a l l t h e c a se . I ma d e so m e p h o n e ca l l s t o
some of the letters that have come in over the last few months,
a nd some p e o p l e ' s . . . t he d i l em ma i s , I d o n ' t k n ow i f i t ' s a
problem, but the dilemma is there' s. ..what 's an acceptable size
is very subjective. I ca l led one that said s even sow s in a
pasture is the kind of hog production that we would like to see.
The problem is reality and the ideal is colliding here. And
I ' ve got some issues here of about...and documented, you m ig h t
s ay, o f 2, 000- h ea d hog uni t s 3 di f f er ent p l aces t h a t w e n t
t hrough a l l k i n d s o f g r i e f . Some g o t t h e i r s ev en t u a l l y a n d som e
d id n o t . Th e p o i n t i s t h e s i ze a n d sc a l e t ha t we n e ed t o d ay ,
once ag a i n , i s i n t h e e y es o f t he be h o l de r . Some a r e s ay i n g
there' s, in fact, there's counties in Iowa that have d e signated
5 00-head ho g u n z t a s t he i d . ..as the size, they' re restricted to
that. You just as w ell not raise hogs as to have a 500-head
f i n i s h i n g u n i t . An d s o t h e d i l em ma i s e c o n o m i c s a r e p r o v i d i ng a
huge problem. You have to be so big to be economically viable.
Many d o n o t wa n t t ha t s i ze t h e r e . Th e r e f o r e , i t ' s n o t
economically viable. So it becomes a vicious circle. We turned
y ou down because you' re too big. Well, you have t o be tu rn ed
d own b e ca u s e yo u c a n ' t ma k e a l i v i ng a t t h a t s i ze . No w I ' v e
said before, and I think most of us agree, we don't really w ant
the large, huge operations, but you can't deny that somewhere in
here there's a size and scale that has to be economically viable
an I earn a living for the person that's trying to do it, or it' s
n ot wo r t h t h e i r t i me . An d , o n ce ag a i n , t h e t r ou b l e i s t h a t
becomes subjective across several counties a c ross t he state
I' ve talked to several in that hearing, after the hearing; said
we are livestock friendly. Bu t the d ilemma is some times it
depends on who you are. S ometimes it depends on where you come
from. Sometimes it depends on how you got there. Sometimes it
depends on where yo u' re sitting in relationship to one other
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