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l imi te d t hem t o o b ta i n i n g a p p l i c a b l e st a t e a n d f e d e r a l p e r m i ts .
If you did that, then the question would be why would any county
b ecome l i ves t o c k f r i en d l y , or se e k t h a t des i g n a t i o n , b e c ause i t
would be more of a burden. But in response to that, you know,
for example, in LB 608 we have a rural tier in the tax benefit
p rogram b i l l . You sai d t hat on l y a . . .

SENATOR CUDABACK: Ti me .

SENATOR RAIKES: Th a n k y o u .

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Senator Raikes. Sena tor Er dman,
followed by Senator Chambers.

SENATOR ERDNAN: Thank you , N r . President. Memb ers of the
L egis l a t u r e , I di d a l i t t l e wo rk o v e r t he l unc h , d i gg i n g a r ou n d
and t r y i ng t o f i n d so m e nu m bers , an d i t ' s b e e n sa i d , i t ' s t r u e ,
Nebraska is number one, commercial red meat production in 2001.
The number of head that we slaughter, number of cattle that we
slaughter annually in the state of Nebraska is 7 .694 million
head, so 7 ,6 94,400 h ead, wh ich is 22 pe rcent of the United
States total head of cattle. At any one time in th e state o f
Nebraska, we only have 2.2 million head of cattle on feed, so if
you figure that out, and the number that they generally use in
the livestock industry, about two and a half times to figure out
how many total cattle are fed annually, so you' re looking at
around 5.5 million head of cattle on feed annually in the state
o f Nebraska, and yet we slaughter 7.6 million. So we import
over 2.1 million head of cattle into the state of Nebraska to
date so that we can be n umber one in c ommercial red meat
production, which is a slaughter figure, because it's determined
in pounds. So while it's true that we' re number one in
commercia l r e d meat p r o d u c t i o n , 2 5 p e r c en t o r so of t ho s e c a t t l e
that are slaughtered are not from Nebraska. They come from
Iowa. They come from Colorado. They come from Wyoming or other
locations. And I can ...I' ve seen the trucks pass by my
l egi s l a t i v e d i s t r i c t f r om C o l o r ado t o t he p l ant s i n Lex i ngt o n
and other places, so that's part of the reality of this as well.
I t ' s i m p o r t an t t o t al k abo u t h o w wel l w e ' r e d o i n g , b u t i t ' s al so
a p o i n t t o r eal i ze i s t hat w e ' r e p r e t t y m uc h s e t t i n g o u r s e l v e s
u p in t h e s l a u g h te r i nd u s t r y , i f you wi l l , t he same way we ' v e
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