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commission or a c oun t y bo a r d a n d d o e s n ' t f ace t h e i s su e or g i ve
s ome r e a sons t h a t t h e y d o n ' t w a n t i t . mo s t pe o p l e , pr o b a b l y n o t
all , a re n o t ev e n g o i n g t o f i ght i t . They ' l l say , i f we ' re not
wanted there, we' ll go somewhere else where we are wanted. I
t hink t h a t ' s t he p r ac t i cal s i de . Di scu ss i on abo u t Sena t o r
H artnet t ' s quest i o n , t o me , al so l ea d s u s i n t o t h at sa me a r e a .
We are number one now. We are certainly not going to st ay
number one or number two or number three down the road for the
next 10 to 20 to 30 to 40, 50 years. And that's where we should
be looking. We' re not making these livestock investments today
l i gh t l y . Even i f you ha v e a 1 0 - or 15- or 20- ye a r t i me f r am e ,
i t t a k e s a l o n g t i m e t o g e t t hi s m o ney b a ck , a n d i t t akes l on g e r
than that on packing plants. We' re treating multimillion dollar
i nvestments he re , a n d p a c k i n g f ac i l i t i es par t i cu l ar l y , ex t r e me l y
l igh t l y . And Sen a t o r J o ne s ment i o ne d abo u t want i ng t o have
small niche. We ' re encouraged in the value-added standpoint
here to have small niches. And even...we can't even build small
packing plants across the state, let alone the large ones. It
was interesting, there was one being proposed in Minnesota to
k i l l 4 , 0 0 0 h ogs a d a y. I t ' s go i ng t o be ver y i nt e r est i ng t o
watch to see what happens up there. T o me, saying it very
s impl i s t i ca l l y , eve r y b ody want s t he i r cake and ea t s i t t oo .
Whether...and in this case, the consumer, we' re taking for
granted that food is going to appear on our table. And I could
go on and on a b ou t t ha t , b ut I won ' t , b ut j us t t he t h i n g s I hea r
in t he l as t f ew da y s a b ou t t he t ak i n g fo r gr ant e d o f ou r f ood
supply . I t ' s goi ng t o car r y ove r i nt o t he vet er i na r y s i t uat i on ,
t he ve t e r i n a r y c o l l e g es . We w an t e xt r e me f oo d s e c u r i t y i n t hi s
countr y t oda y , and s t i l l we ' re knoc k i n g o u t ou r vet e r i na r i an
supply f o r t he f u t ur e . So w e' r e g o i n g t o s ee a l o t o f t hese
things car r y ove r i n t o ou r bud g e t . But t he poi n t r ea l l y i s , i f
we' re no t wa nt e d i n l i ve s t o ck i n a p a r t i cu l a r co u n t y , l e t them
tel l u s now. Let t hem t el l us up f r on t . That ' s al l we ' r e
saying, regardless of the reas on, regardless of the
technica l i t i e s o f t he b i l l . Le t a count y bo a r d or a coun t y
commissioner d eny i t . And w e ' l l m o v e o n a n d f i nd a co u n t y t hat
does, a livestock friendly designated county. Y es, come and
work w i t h u s , b e ca u s e a l l o f t h i s mo s t l y b o i l s do wn t o a t t i t u d e .
And I could give another talk on that, because I have been. The
a ttitude in this state has got to improve. And it's got t o
improve on our ab ility to accept life as it is, whether it' s
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