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board is not prohibited by this 1language from accepting
testimony from somebody who may be negatively affected. And
since this operation is not currently operational, everything is
speculative. Everything is based on conjecture. Everything is
based on projection. So whatever we refer to as a fact is not
something that's existing right now. It's something that each
side says either 1is going to exist or is likely to come into
existence, or is not. That's all the questions I will ask you,
because my time will run out, and I want to make a point or two
on this. Members of the Legislature, too often when we are
drafting legislation, we express our opinion about what we think
the language means, but the language does not say that. And
that's why we get into these arguments on the floor. 1 say
*tomayto, " Senator Connealy says "tomahto."™ I say, then I don't
want to talk to Senator Connealy. I'll] talk to Senator
Redfield; she's more reasonable. 1 say “potayto," she says
*potahto." Then I don't want to talk to either one of them,
because neither of them understands the facts of life. And you
know why I say they don't understand? Because they do not agree
with my view and version of the facts of life. But whether it's
*potayto" or ‘“"potahto"™ by pronunciation, or "tomayto" or
*tomahto" by pronunciation, our pronunciation does not alter the
nature and character of the object we are referring to, or
trying to name. So when we lay out what we call facts, one
person may say, I think that is...

SENATOR CUDABACK: One minute.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: .. a valid basis to deny a permit. The other
one, looking at the same fact, will say, I think it is not
valid. But the reality is that when you make a general

statement like this in a statute and you have not given any
indication of what constitutes the facts that should be in that
statement, the board, or whoever 1is going to issue that
statement, if it's the planning commission in an advisory
capacity advising the board, the one issuing the statement is
entitled to utilize his or her best judgment in setting out what
he or she deems to be the facts of the case. Whether people
like it or not, that is what is allowed under the language of
this amendment. Thank you, Mr. President.
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