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o ne o f t h e wa y s t h a t we c h o se t o ha v e t h e d i sc u ss i on ab o u t t h i s
impor t an t i nd u s t r y i n ou r st a t e a n d t o t r y an d p r o mo t e i t . I d o
want t o t ha n k Se na t o r Br o mm f o r b r i ng i n g t h e b i l l , Se n a t o r
Burling for prioritizing, Senator Kremer and a ll of his
commit t e e fo r wor k i n g v e r y h a r d o n i t . I t h i nk t he r e ar e s ome
wrong p e r c e p t i o ns o f t h e b i l l ou t t h e r e . An d I t h i nk t h i s
morning i n our di scuss i o n we ce r t ai n l y ha v e t r i ed t o c l ar i f y
those as fa r as t he con t r o l o f t he l oca l zoni n g b o a r ds and t he
planning commissions. I , too, was one of those members on the
f loor when we d i s c u ssed zo n i ng , a n d c e r t a i n l y su p p o r t e d i t . We
st i l l ha v e , I b e l i e v e , 16 c ou n t i e s t ha t ar e n o t zo n ed . Bu t I
b elieve there are really some important p a rts o f this bi ll ,
part i c u l a r l y j us t de s i g n a t i n g t h o s e l i ves t o c k f r i en d l y c o u n t ie s.
There ' s n o ma nd a t e But i f t he c ou n t i e s wa nt t o f o l l o w t he
standards and t h e c r i t er i a t hat wi l l be set up by t he D e pa r t ment
o f Agr i c u l t ur e , t h e y may d o so And i ndus t r i es wi l l t hen be
a ble t o r e f e r t o t h a t da t ab a s e t h a t w i l l b e h e l d b y t he
Department o f A g ri cul t ur e . As m u c h a s w e want , t h i n g s a r e n e v e r
g oing t o b e l i ke t he y u s e d t o b e. And I t h i nk we ment i on e d
t hat . Ye s , we ' d a l l l i k e t o g o b a c k t o t h o s e sm a l l l i ve st o ck
operat i o ns , t he s m al l chi ck e n o p e r a t i o n s t h a t w e h a ve. I t i s
n ot go i n g t o be t hat w a y. One o f t he f ac t s o f i n f or m a t i o n t h a t
was passed a r ound t h a t I t hou gh t r ea l l y d i d h i t hom e, 20 year s
ago, i n 19 8 3 , we h a d 2 , 8 16 da i r i e s . T od a y , we h a ve 5 1 6 , i n
2 003. So a s mu c h a s we w a n t i t , we k no w t h a t e ve r y t h i ng i s
c hangin g i n o u r s o c i e t y , a n d t ha t a l s o g o e s f o r a g r i cu l t u r e . I
bel i eve t h a t w e n ee d t o c o n ti n u e t o su p p or t r u r a l N e b r a s ka . We
need to encourage those industries to come. We' re never going
to be another North Carolina. And we all a re awar e of wha t
happened in North Carolina because they did not have rules, they
did not have regulations. We can be ve ry p roud of the
r egu l a t i o ns t h a t we ha v e s e t up i n o u r wa s t e . ..Livestock Waste
Management Act, through the hard work of the Natural Resources
Committee , t h r o ugh ou r De p ar tm ent o f En v i r on mental Q u a l i t y . So
we h a v e a l o t o f t h i n g s t h a t we c an b e pr o ud o f . And I be l i ev e
we j us t a l l n e e d t o co n t i n u e t o wor k t og e t h e r , t o co mmu n i c a t e ,
educat e e a ch ot h e r , and co n t i nu e t o t r y t o ma ke t h i s st a t e
cont inue t o b e t he i m p o r t a n t a g ri cu l t u r e a n d l i ves t o c k p r o d ucer s
t hat w e h a v e b e e n a n d wi l l . . .
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