TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CLERK OF THE LEGISLATURE
Transcriber's Office
FLOOR DEBATE

April 7, 2003 LB 754

was that come up with the factual determination, or the final
determination. It was just worded in a different way, and it
was put in a different section where it was more applicable.
And I'd 3just 1like to talk a little bit about that. And 1'd
appreciate Senator Beutler's comments about the factual finding
That should help 1in litigation, whether it's denying or
approving, and whichever way it might go. But the final
determination...and I'd just like to have you listen carefully.
Keep in mind that nothing in the amendment would require the
county to approve a permit application. Nothing 1in the
amendment requires counties to forego all the steps, including
county planning commission review and hearings and the permit

process There's a natural protection for the counties. The
county board has the discretion to deny any application on the
grounds that there's not sufficient information. So I think
there's plenty of protections in there. And some of the

examples that I mentioned before, it might be subject to the
state and the federal permits. Might be subject to the size,
the 1location, the waste management, many things that they could
put in there. And it's not only approval. It's also denial.
We must remember that. Additionally, nothing precludes counties
from requiring sufficient information and data to make the
determination, regardless of whether DEQ application of final
permit 1is approved or is applicable at the time. So it doesn't
even depend on whether DEQ maybe approve theirs. But they could
have some other subject matters in there that says it's subject
to this, other than the DEQ permits. So I think it gives the
counties plenty of room. And, Senator McDonald, we did have a
hearing on that. And most of the committee amendments were in
response to some of the concerns that people were taking a
little bit different than what was really intended. 1 would
like to...a lot of the concern came from some letters that were
sent out. And I won't mention who the organizations were. They
were very sincere, and I think...and very legitimately have
concern about some of the mega hog operations that are coming
in. And I don't think I...that any of us are very supportive of

that means of 1livestock industry. But here's some of the
inforrmation that was sent out to many people and the county
commissioners. It says, 1it's believed that because we

beat...this 1is...talks about Senator Bromm's bill last
year...it's because we believe that we beat him so badly last
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