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several years ago, because they said they didn't want to do it .
And so since Adams decided to get as big as they are, then all
of a sudden tney decided to try to work on zoning. And we ' ve
b een work ing o n i t f or t wo ye a r s . And t he b i g pr ob l e m r i g h t n o w
is the setbacks, to try to get it figured out. And it makes it
a lo t h a r d er f o r t h e co u n t y n ow t o t r y t o g e t zo n e d , b e ca u s e o f
t he b i g f e ed l o t t he r e . Bu t a no t h e r e x am p l e I wa n t t o t a l k a b ou t
would be t he t i me t hat t hey w a s g o i n g t o bu i l d a hog s h e d i n
A rthur County, and the commissioners asked us to come u p ther e
and v i s i t wi t h t h em . An d a b ou t f ou r o f u s s e na t o r s we n t u p
t here t h at d a y t o v i s i t wi t h t he m. We l l , t h e TV s t at i on i n
North Platte heard about it before we got there, and they met us
at the road and wanted to know all the answers. And they also
b rough t a b o u t 1 5 0 p e o p l e wi t h t h em t o t h e mee t i ng . An d we d i d
not get to ask the commissioners any questions that we went up
t here t o d o . And so t he p u b l i c per c e p t i o n i s di f f er e n t i n ever y
county , a nd t h e w ay t h ey f e e l ab o u t i t . I t h i n k we a l l g o t t o
t h in k ab o u t a l l t h e e t h a no l p l a n t s t ha t we g o t g o i n g u p r i g h t
now, and every one of them has got by-products, and they need to
be fed t h r o ugh c a t t l e . And I t hi nk t hat ' s a b i g pl u s f or t he
corn g r o we r s t o f i gu r e ou t h ow t h ey c a n k ee p t h e l i v e s t o c k
number u p i n t h e s t a t e . An d I t h i nk t h e e x amp l e t ha t Se na t o r
Baker ga v e wa s . . .really kind of hit the nail right on the head,
and it's happening across the state, because I had three p eople
t ha t wan t e d t o bu i l d a sma l l p a ck i ng p l a n t i n Cu s t e r Cou n t y .
And they had an option on the ground and everything, and rea dy
t o b uy i t and go ahead a n d s t a r t bui l d i n g. And t hey h a d a
meeting , a p u b l i c m e e t i n g t o j us t exp l a i n t o t he m what t h e y was
g oing t o do . And t he y h a d e n ough oppos i t i o n , p u b l i c op p o s i t i on
t o i t t hat t hey j us t pu l l ed o u t a n d l e f t . And ever y b od y sa i d ,
well , t h e r e ' s a p a c k i n g p l a n t i n L e x i n g t o n . Bu t t h i s sma l l
packing plants across the state is what we need, because they
c an h i t t ha t n i ch e ma r k e t wh i c h t h e b i g p a ck i n g p l a n t s c an n o t
do. So that's another reason that we need to have livestock and
w e need to have small packing plants, and try t o increase th e
livestock in our state. Because if you g o ac ross rural
Nebraska , i t ' s l i v e s t o ck c o un t r y . I t ' s n o t h i ng . . . I kn o w y o u g o t
corn and soybeans and milo and everything. But more of it t h at
w e c a n f e e d t h r o u g h l i v e st o c k , we ' l l h av e a va l u e - a d d e d p r od u c t
t o move o u t . And t ha t ' s wh y t h e sma l l pa ck i n g p l a n t wo u l d h av e
really worked, b ecause it had a niche market that they would
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