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this state and other states that have become too restrictive and
place t oo man y h o ops f o r i nd i v i d u a l s t o j um p t h r o u gh , t o o many
problems fo r b ui l de r s , de v e l o p er s t o d o pr oj e c t s i n . And so
those particular communities are passed by and they go to other
areas. Agriculture is very, very important to this state, maybe
t he o ne , t h e m o s t i mpo r t a nt i n d us t r y t h at we h a ve , an d a n y t i me
t ha t we t a k e d ow n t h e s i g n op en f o r b u s i ne s s a nd t a k e i t d o wn ,
we run t h e r i sk o f n o t o n l y i n j u r i ng ag r i cu l t u r e b u t a l l t he
industries that su pport a g riculture, including those from the
largest communities in this state. For seven years, as I served
on the city zoning board of appeals, which was the appeal board
where if you had a problem with a particular zoning area that
you could come to this board and discuss it, find relief, but
even more important than all the zoning laws that are in a city,
it's a m at ter of attitude, or all the zoning laws within the
sta te , i t ' s a ma t t e r o f a t t i t ud e . A r e yo u r e a l l y wa n t i ng
i ndus t r y , a r e yo u r e a l l y wa n t i ng i nv e st m e n t t o co m e i n t o t he
s ta te , o r a r e y o u j u s t s ay i ng , no , I ' m ha p p y wi t h wh e r e I am; I
d on' t wa n t t o e x p a nd i t a ny mo r e ? And a n y t i me a c i t y o r a ny
time a community, any t ime a stat e says no g row th, th at' s
exact l y wha t t h ey h av e , n o gr o wt h , a nd t h e op p o r t u n i t i es c omi n g
in for growth go elsewhere. And I am concerned a b out Neb raska
and what...we' re not in an i s land here all by ourselves. We
have competition from other states­ - Sout h Da ko t a ,
Kansas­ -whether that be development of beef packing operations,
ethanol plants or whatever. We grow crops here I f we' re going
to get the greatest potential ou t o f tho se crop s, we need
market s f o r t h o se c r o p s . Th o s e ma r k e t s ar e i n l i v e s t o c k ,
they' re in ethanol production and there are other opportunities,
b ut i f we do n ' t a l l o w t h a t t o h ap p e n t h ey j u s t ab so l u t e l y wi l l
n ot h a p pe n a n d w e c l o se t he do o r t o t h a t , a n d I t h i n k t ha t wo u l d
be a b ig m istake . Now the b ill certainly has local zoning
control. I think that's great. But I think if we advertise and
i! we say that we are open to investment, that we ar e op en to
livestock friendly operations, then we need to be there, and it
i s t h a t a t t i t u de t h a t we ne e d t o h av e a s a s t a t e t o a l l o w t h a t
to happen. And so I would just encourage, as we move further on
i n t h i s d eb a t e , t ha t we d o n o t f o r ge t ab o ut wh at we a r e a b o ut i n
this state. We have a large state; we have many opportunities.
I t h i n k t h i s i s a n o pp o r t u n i t y t h a t we gr o w, t h a t we ca n . . .
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