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that language was more appropriate to go into the Livestock
Waste Management Act in Chapter 54, so that's the way the green
copy was done. If you had been at the public hearing, you would
have heard the word "zoning,® which is what Chapter 3 (sic) 1is
about, hundreds of times. There is no misimpression here about
what people thought we were dealing with. People were
absolutely feeling that we were trying to somehow change local
zoning control, which is 180 degrees from the truth, and I think
if you studied the amendment, you studied the bill and you heard
the public hearing and you heard my statement of intent to the
committee, my closing statement, my opening statement here, you,
unless you don't believe any of that, you would have to agree
that this is not about taking away local zoning control in any
way, shape or form. And, Senator Janssen, I want to emphasize
that with you. I stood here three or four years ago and I
supported 1local zoning and I still do, but we have an economic
crisis in this state that we all ought to be concerned about,
and the «crisis isn't just in the city limits of Lincoln or the
city limits of Omaha. 1It's definitely out in rural Nebraska.
There aren't jobs out there. People aren't coming back to the
farm. And if you think you're going to have every farmer with
160 acres, 10-head of cattle, 50 hogs and 10 chickens, you have
your head somewhere in the sand. That 1is not economically
viable. If you've got a niche product that you can find and
produce on a small scale you've got a shot, but there's only so
much you can do with niche products and only so many of them.
So if you're going to stay in livestock, the profits being what
they are, you have to have some economies of scale. You have
to. So for some it's a choice of either having a decent sized
operation or having no operation at all. And I don't know,
Senator McDonald, all the towns in your district and what's
going on there, but I can't imagine that having more livestock
production wouldn't be beneficial to your district. I cannot
imagine that it would not be if it's done in an environmentally
safe way. We're not going in here and doing anything to erode
the Livestock Waste Management Act, that Senator Beutler worked
so very hard on, and everyone on the Natural Resources
Committee. We're not touching that. We're not lowering the
standards at all. And to say, well, it's wrong to say that we
want to have a livestock friendly designation, where are we at,
folks? Where are we at? To have a promotion and a database in
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