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t hat l a n guage was more approp r i a t e t o go i nt o t he Li ves t oc k
Waste Management Act in Chapter 54, so that's the way the green
copy was done. If you had been at the public hearing, you would
have heard t h e w or d ' zo n i n g , ' w h i c h i s w h a t Cha p t e r 3 (s i c ) i s
about, hundreds of times. There is no misimpression here about
what p e o p l e t hou g h t we wer e dea l i ng wi t h . Peop l e wer e
absolutely feeling that we were trying to somehow change local
zoning con t r o l , wh i c h i s 180 d e g r ees f r o m t h e t r ut h , a n d I t hi nk
i f yo u s t u d i e d t h e a mendment, y o u s t u d i e d t h e b i l l and y o u h e a r d
t he pub l i c h e a r i n g a n d y o u h e ar d my s t a t e ment o f i nt e nt t o t he
c ommittee , my c l o s i n g s ta t e ment , my o p e n ing s t a t e ment h e r e , y o u ,
u nless you don ' t be l i eve a n y o f t ha t , you w o u l d h av e t o a g r e e
t hat t h i s i s not abo u t t ak i n g a way l o c a l zo n i n g c o n t r o l i n any
way, shape or form. And, Senator Janssen, I want to emphasize
that with you. I stood here three or four years ago a nd I
supported l oca l zoni ng a n d I st i l l do , bu t we h a v e a n e c onomic
c r i s i s i n t hi s s t a t e t hat w e a l l oug h t t o be conce r n e d abo u t ,
and the crisis isn't just in the city limits of Lincoln or the
c it y l i mi t s of O maha . I t ' s def i n i t e l y o ut i n ru r a l N eb r ask a .
There aren't jobs out there. People aren't coming back to the
farm. A n d i f you t hi nk yo u ' re go i n g t o ha v e e v e ry f arme r wi t h
160 acres, 10-head of cattle, 50 hogs and 10 chickens, you have
your head somewhere i n t he san d. That i s not econo m i c a l l y
v iab le . I f you ' ve go t a ni che p r o d uc t t h a t y o u c a n f i nd a n d
produce on a s mal l s ca l e yo u ' ve go t a sho t , b ut t he r e ' s on l y so
much you can do with niche products and only so many of them.
So if you' re going to stay in livestock, the profits being what
they are, you h ave to have some economies of scale. You have
to. So for some it's a choice of either having a d e cent s i zed
operat i on or h av i ng no oper at i on a t a l l . And I don ' t know ,
S enator McDonald , a l l t he t ow n s i n your d i s t r i c t and what ' s
g oing on t he r e , b ut I can ' t i ma g i n e t h a t ha v i n g more l i ves t o c k
product i o n wou l d n ' t b e b e n e f ic i a l t o yo u r di st r i c t . I cannot
i magine t hat i t wou l d n o t be i f i t ' s done i n an en v i r o nmenta l l y
safe way. We ' re not going in here and doing anything to e rode
the Livestock Waste Management Act, that Senator Beutler worked
s o v e r y har d on , and ever yo n e on t he Nat u r al Resour c e s
Committee . We ' re not t ouch i n g t hat . We ' re not l owe r i n g t he
standards at all. And to say, well, it's wrong to say that we
want to have a livestock friendly designation, where are we at,
folks? Where are we at? To have a promotion and a database in
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