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c ounty . Th ey d i d n ' t h av e a l o t o f s up p o r t , i t d i d n ' t se em l i k e
a t t he t i me , an d t he y m o v e d t o Sco t t Ci t y , Kan s a s , a nd no w . . . i t
was west of Culbertson, is where the dairy wa s loc ated, s outh
side of the H ig hway 34 th ere, wes t of Cu lb ertson, and now
Culbertson High School is in danger of closing next year. And I
continually try and remind people that what they had t here was
20 jobs. They may not have all been new people moved into the
area, but it was about a $7 million investment. Would have gone
o n th e t ax r o l l s , a l o t o f i t ; po t e n t i a l l y 2 0 ne w j o b s , b u t
c er t a i n l y 2 0 j ob s ; i n c r e a s e t he p r i c e o f g r a i n a n d f o r a g e a nd so
o n. An d t he y b a s i c a l l y ha v e t wo , t h r e e f a mi l i e s t h a t we r e no t
e ven a s c l o se t o t h e d a i r y s i t e a s wh a t I h a ve a h ome t h e r e ,
t hey we r e n ' t t h a t c l o se t o i t ; b a s i c a l l y c ha s e d t he s e p e o p l e
o ut . Th i s do e s n o t s t op t he f r i v o l o u s l awsu i t s , bu t i t d o e s a t
l eas t mak e a n a t t e mp t t o de s i g n a t e s ome l i v e s t o ck f r i e n d l y
c ount i e s , wh i c h I s t i l l c o n s i d e r my a r e a ou t t he r e l i v e st o ck
f r i e n d l y , a l t ho u g h t he y ' ve no t b e e n f r i en d l y t o wa r d so m e h o g
confinements and obviously this dairy. And we' ve had a coup le
other dairies t hat we were working with at the time, saw what
h appened t o t h e . . .Soujquist was their name, they' re from
Minnesota. Saw what happened to them and they said, we don' t
want to fool around out here and waste our time; we' re going to
Kansas. And they have moved down to around the Scott City area.
So we n ee d t o d o s om e t h i n g t o a t l e a s t g i v e som e i n d i c a t i o n t h a t
t hese . . . t o t h e se p e o p l e t h a t we a r e n o t j u s t t u n i ng t h em o ut
completely, and I think this bill does that. I keep look ing
back at the site tha t th e y had boug ht . They had started
watering it to move the d i rt. They had the ir wate r we l ls
drilled and so o n and, actually, they had their carousel
equipment and seed containers there in the county. They had not
unloaded them or taken them out of the containers. Tha t 's how
close we we re to having this dairy being built there, and with
the bad publicity we received over that, we just simply h aven' t
b een a b l e t o c on v i n ce an y o n e y e t t h a t we ' r e a l i v e s t o c k f r i e n d l y
county. So I support the bill, the amendment. I think it's a
s tep i n t h e r i gh t d i r e c t i o n . I t h i n k we n e ed t o t r y a nd a pp e a s e
s ome o f t h e se f o l k s t h a t t h i n k t h i s i s a ma j o r , ma j o r ch a n ge i n
what we ' r e d o i n g , a nd i t i s n o t I t s t i l l ha s t o g o t h r o u g h t he
zoning process. The county commissioners have to approve the
zoning . Th ey ha v e t o ha v e t h e D E Q p e r m i t . Bu t i t d o e s a t l e a s t
i nd i c a t e t o s ome o f t h e s e pe o p l e t h a t I t h i nk wo u l d s t i l l l o ok
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