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think the finding of facts and other things that are proposed in
this amendment are vital to improving the process that we have
set out in our laws. Thank you, Mr. President.

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Senator Erdman. Senator B e utler,
fo l l o we d b y S e n a t o r Kr eme r .

SENATOR BEUTLER: S enator Cudaback, members of the Legislature,
I do n ' t kn ow w h i c h o ne o f t h e d wa r f s I a m. Pr obab l y Sl eep y ,
because I stay up late at night watching the war every night. I
can' t qu i t e get my se l f aw a y f r o m t h a t . I want ed t o i dent i f y
certain things to ask others and those who are more acquainted
with how the zoning process has been working, identify certain
t hings t h a t I ho p e t h a t t he y w i l l spe n d s ome t i me t a l k i ng abou t
because these are the questions in my mind. And I suppose it
starts out with the first question as to whether there is a
problem here at all . A s you are a l l aware, you' ve gotten
l etters from the County O f ficials A s sociation. The count y
p eopl e op p o s e e v e n t h e a m e n ded v e r s i o n o f t h i s a s a o b st a c l e t o
l oca l co n t r o l i n t h e ma t t e r , a nd s o , o f c o u r se , t h a t r a i s e s
serious questions for all of us right there and I hope that will
be addressed. I hope it particularly will be addressed in light
of two th ings: one, the historic context. That is, as you all
are aware, I think a third or fewer of our counties actually had
zoning as late as four or five years ago. That is, almost
two-thirds of our counties, over the period of the latter 1990s
and beginn ing i n t h i s cent u r y , have been goi ng t h r ou g h t he
process of , f or the firs t time in their history, initiating
zoning ru l e s an d r e gu l a t i o n s a n d b u i l d i n g zo n i ng c omm is s i o n s a n d
f i g u r i n g o ut ho w a zo n i n g comm i s s i o n wo r k s wi t h t h e co u n t y
o f f i c i a l s a n d h ow i n f o r m a t i on i s su pp o s e d t o f l ow . An d t h a t ' s a
very , ver y di f f i cu l t t hi ng f or t hes e. . .for the smaller counties
who have fewer resources and it takes them longer to pr ocess
t hi s i nf or m a t i o n t o get sys t e ms g o i ng , a n d maybe t he y d o n ' t do
i t q u i t e r i ght a n d i n t he pr op e r or de r al l of t he t i me . So , you
know, part of my question is, is this really necessary? To t he
exten t t ha t th e r e mi g h t b e a f ew p r o b l ems , o n e , a r e t h ey r e a l l y
prob l ems a nd , t wo , i f t he y a r e p r o b l em s , a r e t h ey pr o b l em s t h a t
are going to be the re permanently or a re they t emporary
problems? It 's very difficult for me to think t hat the re a re
g oing t o b e p e r m a n en t p r o b l e m s b e c a u se , f r a n k l y , I c an ' t i ma g i n e
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