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i nd i v i d u a l s t h a t wan t t o ex pa nd t o go t h r o ug h DEQ o r o t he r
h igh l y e x p en s i v e p e r mi t t i ng p r o ce s s e s a n d sp e n d u p t o 2 5 t o 5 0
t housand d o l l a r s wi t ho ut an y o pp o r t u n i t y f o r t h em t o k no w t he y
have a reasonable chance of receiving their permit because they,
on their p e rmit an d on the i r request, h ave me t a ll the
conditions. So what we' re trying to set up here is a proc ess,
and the process is y ou g o to the county, either the zoning
authority or the county board, and you get a n in itial okay.
Then you go to DEQ; you meet their requirements. You' re still
meeting t h e l oc a l r eq u ir e ments t h a t h a v e b een se t o u t i n zon i ng
s ta t u t e . . . or zon i n g r ul es , wh i ch i s d i f f e r e n t t ha n w ha t we ' r e
t a l k i n g a bo u t he r e . Th i s i s t he en d r e su l t . An d t h e n y o u c ome
back t o t h e co u n t y fo r t h e f i n a l o ka y b e ca u s e y o u h av e me t a l l
o f t h e i r pr ev i o u s r e q u i r e ments . Now y ou ' ve go t t he DEQ per m i t
i n h a nd a n d , c on t i n g e nt up o n o t he r f u t u r e o b l i g a t i o n s t ha t
you' ve agreed to, you' re granted the right t o either build a
f ac i l i t y , t o e xp a n d y o u r f a c i l i t y . an d we ' r e n o t t a l k i n g a b ou t
large facilities. We have stories in our committee h earing, a
hundred-head operation w anted to expa nd; denied for whatever
reason. Some of them might have been legitimate an d there is
noth i n g t h a t wou l d p r o h i b i t t h em f r om ma k i ng t ho s e s ame
determinations here. But I think what we' re talking about he re
i s ho w d o w e i mp r o v e t h e e x i s t i n g p r o ce s s .

SENATOR CUDABACK: One minute.

SENATOR ERDMAN : The indi viduals t hat came and testified in
f avor o f t he b i l l t es t i f i ed i n sup p or t of l ocal zon i n g. They
testified in favor of a fair process. They testified in favor
o f h a v i n g a n o p p o r t u n i t y t o c r e a t e a n en v i r o n m e n t t h a t t he y
think is imp ortant fo r their fa m ily to liv e in, for their
community to grow. And if you look around in rural Nebraska,
the way th a t ag r iculture goes is generally the way that our
local economies go. And so I think what we' re trying to propose
h ere , a n d I t h i n k wh at we ' r e g o i ng t o e n d u p wi t h i f t h e b od y
wil l wo r k , l a r ge l y du e t o Sen a t o r Br o mm ' s e f f o r t s , t o Ri c k
Leonard's efforts and Senator Kremer's e ff orts, a s w ell as
Senator Burling, is we' re going to come up with a process that' s
f a i r , t ha t b a l an c e s t he i nt e r e s t s . No t e v e r y b o d y i s p r o b ab l y
g oing t o b e ex c i t e d a b o u t i t , b u t we d o h av e so m e p r o b l e m s a n d I
think we need to do our best to come up w ith a so lution . I
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