
TRANSCRIPT PR EPARED BY THE CL ERK OF THE L E G ISLATURE
Transcriber's Office

FLOOR DEBATE

L B 7 5 4Apri l 7 , 2 00 3

b ack t o t he commi t t ee h e a r i ng t ha t we h a d o n L B 7 54 , i t wa s
p robably no d i f f er e n t i n so me ways t h a n t h e h e a r i n g w e ha d l as t
year on LB 1285. Ironically, the people that came and testified
i n o p p o s i t i o n i o L B 75 4 sa i d t ha t t h e y l i k ed LB 1 2 8 5 a l o t
b et te r l a st y e a r t ha n wh a t t he y l i k e t h i s o n e t h i s y e a r , b u t t h e
real i t y i s t hat we st i l l have a p r ob l e m . Had w e a d d r e ssed some
of these issues in the study that was p roposed l ast year , we
probably would have had a lo t mo re cohe sive thought going
f orwar d t h an wha t we d i d a t t h e c ommi t t ee he a r i n g . Bu t
regard les s o f t hat , we st i l l have a p r ob l e m . The r e a re s o me
things t h a t w e i n N e b r a ska a r e n o t g oi n g t o sol v e . We ' re not
going t o so l ve t he pr i ce of ca t t l e . We ' r e n o t go i n g t o so l ve
t he p r i c e o f p i g s . We ' r e n o t goi n g t o so l ve t he pr i ce of cor n ,
soybeans, wheat, a number of those other factors. We can solve
s ome o t he r p r o b l e m s t ho ug h , a nd I t h i n k t ha t t h e r e i s an
oppor t u n i t y f o r u s t o d o som e o f t ha t wi t h L B 7 5 4 . Re g a r d l e s s
o f wh e t h e r y ou l i k e t h e zo n i ng o r t h e cou n t y d e s i g na t i on o r n o t ,
I t h i nk w e c an w o rk t h r o u g h t ha t . I t h i n k t he co mmi t t ee h a s
worked v e r y d i l i ge n t l y o n t h i s o f b r i n g i ng b o t h t ho s e i n
oppos i t i o n t o t he b i l l i n t o d i s cu s s t h e a m e n dment s a n d a c t u a l l y
work t o d ra f t t he s e a mendments, a s w e l l as t he co mmi t t e e c o u nse l
a nd o t h e r i n d i v i d u a l s t h a t we r e i n t e r e st ed i n t r y i n g t o c ome up
wit h a s o l u t i o n . I t h i nk t he ke y po i n t t h a t we b r i ng f o r t h i s
that S e n a t o r Kr em e r , Sen a t o r Br om m, Se n a t o r Bu r l i ng , my se l f , we
s uppor t t he oppor t u n i t y f or cou n t i e s t o zon e . The r e w o u l d n o t
b e t h a t . . . t h a t wo u l d n o t b e t a ke n a w a y ev e n i f L B 7 54 ha d p a s s e d
in i t s or i g i n a l fo r m , bec a use c oun t i e s c a n s t i l l zone and say
t hey d o n ' t wa n t a n y l i v e s t o c k a t a l l . T ha t i s s t i l l t h e i r
r ight . The y c a n s t i l l do t hat . The que s t i o n i s , what i s t he
process t h a t ne e ds t o b e pu t i n p l ace wh en an i n d i v i du a l ap p l i es
t o g et a spec i al condi t i on . . .or a spec i al use pe r m i t , w h a t
s hould t ha t l o o k l i k e an d wh a t f a c t s sh ou l d b e u s ed t o d e t e r mi ne
whethe r o r no t t h e y ' r e e l i g i b l e t o re ce i v e t h a t p e r mi t '? I t h i nk
we can po in t t o so me ar e as th a t ha v e s o me exper t i s e . Obv i ou s l y ,
we have one side of the equation, which is the county zoning.
T hey h av e s e t up g u i d e l i ne s , se t b a c k st an d a r d s t h a t mu st b e me t
a nd mus t be cons i de r e d an d c ompl i e d w i t h bef o r e a n i ndi v i d u a l
c an ge t t he ap p r o v a l o f t h e c ou n t y . Co n t i n g e n t u p o n t ha t i s
always the DEQ pe r m its or other federal permits that they may
have to apply for and receive. So there's two sides to this
equation. The argument seems to be that we should force these
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