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SENATOR BURLING: Tha nk you, Mr. President. A nd again, as I
said awhi l e a g o , I r i se t o supp o r t t he amen dment, but I a l so
want t o g i v e a l i t t l e b i t o f my p e r sp e c t i v e o n w hy I p r i o r i t i ze d
t he b i l l and m aybe answer some ques t i on s t h a t o t h e r p e o p l e m i g h t
have. Over the years, as we have looked at national trends and
national rankings, Nebraska has always been one, two or three in
various b rackets of livestock production, and as w e went on
about our busy lives and our business we begin to see livestock
numbers i n N e b r aska dec r ease , an d t h i s g o t t he at t ent i on of a
few of u s a n d we b egan t o i nq u i r e ar ou nd as t o wh a t was a c t u a l l y
going on . W e h a v e a L ' ve s t oc k Waste Management Ac t i n t he s t at e
of Nebraska. This bill does not address that at all. Even if
i t maybe shou ld , i t doe s n o t . Tha t ' s ano t h e r t i m e and anot he r
p lace i f we want t o add re ss t hat . I t ' s been sa i d t h a t a
decrease i n l i ves t o c k n umbers ar e a m a t t e r o f t he eco nomy. I t ' s
true that economics does have a great deal to say about trends
like this, but when we see livestock numbers rise in some other
s ta t es , t h e n w e k n o w t h at i t ' s n o t a l l d ea l i ng wi t h t h e ec o n o my .
And so some of us began to receive some reports from various
counties around the state, and it appeared that some counties
were doing quite well working with the livestock entrepreneurs
and working together to... trying to increase their economic
growth and b r o aden t h e i r tax b as e i n t he i r ar eas and i nc r eas e
employment, and other counties were having difficulties working
with t h e l i ves t o c k p e o p l e . And s o w e t o o k a l ook at t hi s and
thought what can be done on the state level to coordinate some
t hings s o t h a t a l l coun t i e s t h a t des i r e t o gr o w e c onomica l l y i n
the livestock business receive some help, and so that's part of
the reason that we introduced this bill. Having the population
scarcity that Nebraska has as far as people is concerned, seemed
like a good state to try to make sure that at least the state of
Nebraska h ad pol i cy t hat enc o u r aged l i ve s t o c k p r o d u c t i o n i n a
state such as this, and it seemed that the decrease in numb ers
of l i ves t o c k was t h e wr o ng d i r ec t i o n t o go . You know , w e h a v e
provided tax credits for businesses through bills l i ke LB 7 75.
We' ve p r o v i d e d i n c e n t i v e s f o r et ha no l pl an t s . Et han o l i s val ue
a dded to g r a i n pr o d u c t i o n. Et ha n o l pl an t s e at cor n ; l i ves t oc k
e ats cor n . And w e n eed t o p r o mote , I t hi nk , l i ves t o c k , a s w e l l
as these other businesses and here was an opportunity in LB 754
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