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was all along as we worked on this bill. So I just ask the body
to sup p o r t t h e ame ndm ent and I ' l l t a l k l a t e r abo u t t h e o t h e r
a spects o f m y i nv o l v e ment i n t h i s b i l l . Tha nk y ou .

SENATOR CUDABACK: Th ank you, Senator Burling. Senat or
was a mi n u t e le f t . Di d y ou c a r e t o use t h a t mi n u t e ?
heard t h e o p e n i n g o n A N 1188 t o t he c o mmi t t e e a me n dment,
to L B 7 5 4 . W e' r e now op e n f o r d i s cu s s i o n o n AN 1 1 8 8 .
Wehrbein, followed by Senators Chambers, Bromm, Burling,
Beutler, Kremer, and Baker. S enator Wehrbein.

SENATOR WEHRBEIN: N r . President, members of th e body, than k
you, and I rise to su pport Senator Bromm's amendment and the
commit t e e a m endments an d j u st t o ma k e so m e g e n e r a l c omm e n ts i n
general , I . . .or ge ne r a l com ment s spe c i f i c a l l y on t he ne e d I
bel i e v e fo r th i s bi l l . I r e cogn i ze , v i a t he e - ma i l s a n d some
comments that I' ve received, that there is some resistance to
thi s i n th e coun t r y a n d a be l i e f th a t we a r e s t e p p i n g o n l o c a l
zoning re gulations a nd the right for l ocal entities to make
decisions. I beli eve this compromise is very r ea sonable in
t r y i n g t o a l l ay some o f t hos e f ea r s . But b ey o n d t h a t , I t h i nk
we need to recognize the fact that there are factors beyond t h e
forces that many and the letters are talking about that are
causing some problems in the livestock industry across the state
and actually across the country, and I recognize those. M any of
us don' t l i ke th e ex t r e m ely l a r g e o pera t i o ns t h a t ar e a p p a r e n t l y
coming in or are being resisted in many parts o f the state, b ut
I t h i n k we ' re goi ng t o hav e t o com e f a c e t o f a c e t he fa c t t ha t
economics are ruling in many of these cases. I d on't know t h a t
we ne cessar i l y have t o have ext r e m ely l a r g e op e r a t i o n s t o be
profitable, but those trends are in position. Those trends a re
going on and we' re going to have to figure out a way to keep
livestock profitable in this state and a way to utili ze the
infrastructure that has been invested in this state. So I think
we' re going to have to try to find a balance, a nd hop e f u l l y t h i s
is on e way t hat we ca n f i nd t ha t ba l a nc e a n d i t wi l l e n co u r ag e
young p e o p l e t o t ak e up t hi s bus i ne s s i n t he f u t ur e . The r e i s a
lo t o f d i s c ou r a g e ment . I ' v e t a l ke d t o s e ve r a l gr oups i n j u st
the last few days. T here is a lot of discouragement out there.
Part of i t ha s to do wi t h t he a gr i c ul t u r e e c on o my, b u t pa r t o f
i t i s t he y j u s t do n ' t see a f ut u r e . The r e ' s go t t o b e a f u t u r e
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