TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CLERK OF THE LEGISLATURE
Transcriber's Office
FLOOR DEBATE

April 7, 2003 LB 754

does not change in substance anything that's in the committee
amendment, and I would ask for your support of the amendment.
And I will take this opportunity to go on and speak a little bit
more about at least a vision that I have for the first part of
the bill <(nat talks about a livestock friendly county. And
Senator Kremer mentioned this briefly as well, but the intent of
that portion of the amendment 1is for the Department of
Agriculture to establish a process whereby a county, if they
chose to do so, if the county board chose to do so, to request
that they be known or designated as a livestock friendly county.
Some would say, well, all counties are livestock friendly.
Well, that could be, but this is an opportunity for those that
want to emphasize that activity or if someone wants to locate a
facility or expand a facility in the state of Nebraska and they
feel 1like they're not sure where to go or where they might be
welcome, it at least gives a beginning point for the Department
of Agriculture or the Department of Economic Development in our
own state to say, well, here's a couple of counties that might
have the good type of atmosphere and terrain and water and feed
for the kind of facility you're interested in, so why don't you
start there, or 1let's see how they might feel about it. And
that is. ..that's the gist of it. The second part of that, and
this came in, in the committee amendment portion after some
further discussion. When counties are confronted with a special
permit in this area, especially those that are fairly new to the
zoning process, and there are a lot in Nebraska that are new to

the zoning process, they're maybe overwhelmed by the
application. What questions should we be asking? Is the
applicant producer proposing the best methods of handling the
waste or the odor problem, or 1is...or are they not? This

would...this says that in order to assist the county with
information and technology, the Department of Ag would
provide...would establish a resource database to provide, upon
written request from the county board or the zoning authority,
information that might be wuseful in evaluating and crafting
livestock facility conditional use permits that meet the
objectives of the county and of the 1livestock producer
applicant. I don't know if counties...it doesn't seem like
counties, particularly those new to the process, know for sure
where to turn to get help, and this would provide at 1least a
database and information base that could result in them
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