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l i k e t o t ha n k Se na t o r Bu r l i ng fo r de s i g n a t i ng L B 75 4 a s a
p r i o r i t y b i l l I d o n ' t b e l i ev e we wo u l d h a ve a c h an c e t o r e a l l y
d eal wi t h t h -' s s ub j e c t h ad h e n o t s e en f i t t o d o s o , a n d I
apprecia t e t h a t ve r y m u ch . I woul d l i ke t o b r i ef l y gi ve an
overview of why this bill is introduced Fo r the last at least
two or three years I have b een concerned a b out wha t we see
happening in the ru r al areas, rural economic development, and
t he l ac k o f j ob s , l a c k o f o pp o r t u n i t i e s , a n d a ge n e r a l
perception that t he young people that grow up there have very
few opportunities to stay there, come back and work t here . A
l o t o f ou r t o wn s a r e d e c l i n i n g i n p op u l a t i o n wh e n y ou g e t

t he s ame t i m e, i t ' s ve r y o bv i ou s t h a t o ne o f t h e g r ea t e s t
g enera t o r s o f r e ve n u e a nd e co n o mi c a c t i v i t y h i s t o r i c a l l y i n t he
r ura l a r e a s h as b e e n t h e p r o du c t i o n o f l i v e s t o c k I t g e n e r a t e s
a different k ind of economic ac tivity t han str ictly grain
p roduc t i o n . And why i s t ha t ? I t ' s b e c au s e i t t ak e s t h e g r a i n
p roduc t i o n ­ - soybeans , c o r n , ha y ­ -and it turn s it into a
different product, one that is processed, one t hat is sh ipped
out o f s t a t e o r t o a d i f f e r e n t p a r t o f t he s t a t e i n b o x e s
i ns t ea d o f b y t r u ck o r b y t r a i n ca r . I n t h a t p r o ce s s , y o u h a v e
peopl e i nv o l v ed i n s e l l i n g t h e f e e d t o t h e l i v e st o c k p r o d u c e r .
You have the people that care for the livestock on a d ay-to-day
basis, which is a 24 /7 job. It i s not four or five months a
y ear . I t ' s n o t f i v e d ay s a we e k . L i v e s t o c k t e n d t o wan t t o e a t
a nd drink and have veterinarian care, if t hey ne e d it , seve n
days a week, so you naturally create some positions when you
have t h a t t y p e o f ac t i v i t y . A n ew d a i r y t h a t ' s l o c a t e d i n my
district a couple three years ago that came from...actually, the
people came from California, went to southwest Kansas and then,
two brothers, one of them visited Nebraska and thought what an
ideal spot f or a dair y. You ha ve all kinds of underground
water. You ha v e a go o d s o u r ce o f hay , soy b e ans, cor n . So t hey
built a dairy over by Shelby, 2,000 head of cows, 25 jobs. They
f eed $ 4 m il l i on wo r t h of f eed pe r yea r . That ' s $4 m i l l i on .
The. . i n i t i a l l y t h e r e wa s so m e c o n c e r n ab o u t t h e l o c a t i on o f t h e
dai r y , f e a r t ha t t h i s wo u l d some h o w b e d amag i ng t o t h e
environment, but it's a very class operation. They' re thinking
of expanding and many of the people in the area ar e try ing to
f i g u r e ou t h ow t o h e l p t he m d o t h a t . On t he o t he r h a n d , we ' v e

o uts i d e o f t h e I - 8 0 c o r r i do r a n d ou t s i de o f t h e u r b an a r e a s . A t

h ad da i r i e s t h a t h av e wa n t e d t o l o c a t e i n Ne b r a s k a w h o h a v e b e e n
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