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you' re l o ok i ng a t i t , a nd y ou ' re a g r e e i ng a l s o t ha t t h i s i s n o t
just the ope ration of a weed cu tter in a ditch. It 's not
something that has no consequences. The half life of so me of
the waste from a nucle ar pla nt w il l be around as long or
p oss i b l y , ho p e f u l l y n o t , b u t l o ng e r t h a n t h i s e a r t h ev e n i s .
We' re t alking abou t so me ve r y ser ious material an d the
precautions in handling that material extremely i mportant to b e
d one r i g h t . And we h av e m a d e s o me m i s t a k e s . I d o n ' t sa y t h a t
i n j u s t b l ami n g t h e cu r r e n t op e r a t o r s . We do n ee d t o f i nd a
b et te r w a y t o o p e r a t e t h i s p l a n t a n d p r ob a b l y e v e r y p l a n t i n t h e
country. We have not perf ected the operation. We d o have
p rob l ems i n m a n y o f t he r e a c t o r s . I t ' s a p o l i cy d e c i s i o n t h a t
t he c ou n t r y ma d e t o go d own t h i s r o a d . We ' r e t h e r e . I ' m n o t
trying to turn back the clock. As much as it may have b een an
i dea , i t i sn ' t g o i ng t o h a pp e n . Bu t a t t h i s p o i n t t o g o
f orward , w e s ho u l d m a k e a d e c i s i o n a nd t ha t de c i s i o n a l on g wi t h

My amendment i s s i mp l y a sk i ng f o r a t wo - t h i r d s ma j o r i t y o f a n
1 1-member b o a r d . Wh a t c an b e s o d i f f i c u l t ab o u t t h a t ? I f
t hey ' r e m a k i n g a . .

.

SENATOR CUDABACK : One min ut e .

S ENATOR PREI S T E R : . . . two-thirds majority v ote on a sa la r y
increase, a salary increase is only something that some of their
constituents m ight g e t a little upset with. I t's not going to
release any radioactive material into the environment. I t's not
g oing t o e nd a n ge r so m ebody ' s l i f e . I t ' s n o t g o i n g t o h av e t h e
p oten t i a l f o r k i l l i ng p e o p l e , f o r c r i p p l i ng o r ma i mi n g t he i r
children. We' re talking about a decision w ell beyond jus t a
policy decision or how much somebody makes for a salary. We' re
t a l k i n g a b o u t i n d em n i f y i ng a co m p an y o ut s i d e o f t h e s t a t e o f
Nebraska, who we have no authority over, a company that's been
in business fo r on l y fo ur yea rs, a nd that com pany w e ' re
indemni f y i ng ag a i n s t n eg l i g e nc e An d we ' re i n d emn i f y i ng t he m
against more than just that negligence in the operation of th is
power plant . I th in k that at a minimum, I'd like to see more
t han wh at I ' m p r o p o s i ng i n t h i s ame n dm e nt , b u t a s i mp l e
t wo- t h i r d s . . .

SENATOR CUDABACK : T i me .

the board de cisions s hould be the best decisions we can make.
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