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when t he mo t i o n t o ca l l t h e q u e s t i o n h ap p e n ed , I t ho u g h t , we l l ,
we b et t e r ex p l o r e t h i s a l i t t l e f u r t h e r . Re ad i ng Sen a t o r
Preister's amendment, i t just app ears that ther e is an
additional protection t o the public. It just says that if a
public power district wants to contract with a p r ivate e n tity,
t hey h av e t o d o a p u b l i c no ' . i c e a n d a h e a r i ng , a nd t h e n t h e r e i s
a t w o - t h i r ds maj o r i t y vot e o f t he e l ec t e d members has t o t ake
p lace , a n d t he n t he y h a v e t o f i n d t h a t t he r e ' s e x t r ao r d i n a r y
circumstances which wo uld require such action. Senator Mines
had a great analogy about Senator V rtiska's p oorly run far m.
But I don 't think that paints an accurate picture because this
i sn' t...this isn't a contract to mow the weeds in the ditch. I t
i sn ' t a c on t r a c t t o c l e a n t h e wi n do w s a t t h e Ca p i t o l , o r p o l i sh
the fl oors. This is a co ntract to administer and run what I
would consider to b e one of the most inh erently d angerous
f ac i l i t i e s t h a t t h e r e i s ­ - a nu c l e a r p ow e r p l a n t . I t sh o u l d b e
approached w i t h c au t i o n , wi t h d u e d i l i g e n ce , an d wi t h t he u t mo s t
care. Reading Senator Preister's amendment, I don't understand
why t h a t ' s a p r o b l em . Wh a t we ' re d o i n g i s we a r e g o i ng t o g r ea t
l ength s t o ce r t i f y , t o v e r i f y t h a t t h e c om p an y t h a t wo u l d b e
g iven t h i s c on t r a c t i s o f t h e u t mo st ch a r ac t e r a nd a b i l i t y t o
manage a f a c i l i t y su ch a s t h i s . I d o n ' ' t u nd e r s t a n d q u i t e ye t
why t h i s am e ndment i s a b a d i d e a . I n f a ct , I t h i n k i t ' s
probably a goo d idea. But I think the debate should continue.
I think that there is a burd e n on the oppo nents o f this
amendment t c sh ow w h y i t i s a b a d i de a . I t h i n k a ny a dd i t i o n a l
safeguards that we can put on a situation like th is, o r a
contract that is go i n g to regu late or contr ol or run a n
i nhere n t l y d a ng e r o u s p l a n t i s g o o d . Th e mo r e sa f e g u a r d s t h e
bet t e r . Wi t h t h a t , I t h i nk t h e de b a t e s ho u l d co n t i n u e . I f
Senator Preister wishes the remainder of my time, he may so have
i t , b u t I t h i nk t h a t t h i s a me n d ment i s a f a i r l y g oo d i de a . I
intend to support it unless I can hear something that persuades
me otherwise. Senator Preister, if you'd care for the time.

SENATOR CUDABACK: Sena tor Preister, abo ut tw o and a half
minutes, if you care to use them.

SENATOR PREISTER: T ha nk you, Mr. President, and, yes, I would
care to use it. And tha n k you , Sen ator Bo urne . I aga in
appreciate that yo u' re also ta king thi s se r iously and that
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