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and N M C' s ex p e n s e s i n d e f e n d i ng c l a i ms b y t h i r d p a r t i e s o r
prosecuting claims against third parties shal' be considered
cost of operations, cost of operations. Any other lawsuits, any
other expenses that they would incur, their costs wo uld be a
normal co st of op eration. Th at cost of operation is then sent
back to NPPD customers. It's the cost of operating that p l ant.
That i s b e y o nd j u st t h e l i a b i l i t y , j u s t t h e l i mi t a t i o n on t h e
p rov i s i o n o f i nd emn i f i ca t i o n , a nd t h o s e co s t s we c an o n l y
i magine . We don ' t kn o w what t h o s e w i l l be , but by i nd e mni f y i n g
NMC, by g r an t i ng t h i s au t ho r i t y , we a l l ow t ha t d oo r t o b e op e n .
We a l l o w t h a t op t i o n t o b e ou t t h e r e . We a l l ow f o r t h o s e
addi t i o n a l e x p e n s e s t h a t co u l d , a t som e t i m e, oc cu r . Now y ou
can s ay , we l l , why sh ou l d we l o o k a t wh a t co u l d ha pp e n o r mi g h t
happen? The s ky c ou l d f a l l t o o . We l l , u n f o r t u na t e l y , people
d idn ' t . . .

SENATOR CUDABACK: One minute.

S ENATOR PREI S T E R : ...think about those consequences when we
entered into the compact back in the eighties, and th i ngs did
happen that we r en't anticipated, and costs did take place that
weren't a nticipated, and the discussion wasn't as t horough, at
t ha t t i me , a s I b e l i ev e i t s h ou l d h a v e b ee n . An d n ow , w e ' r e
f aced w i t h $ 15 0 m i l l i o n j ud gm e n t , we l l b ey o n d t h e amo u nt we ' v e
spent just on defending the state, not counting the cost for
staff and other expenses in dealing with the w hole issue o ver
the last p r obably 15 or m ore years. Th is is a major policy
deci s i o n . I n d em n if i c a t i o n i s n o t so me t h i ng w e sho u l d e n t e r i n t o
l ightly, and I'm glad that additional speakers are s tanding u p
and saying, w ait a m i nute, maybe this is something we need to
take a deeper look at. I t hank Senator Mines for his time, a nd
I thank Senator Hartnett this time for this time. A nd ...

SENATOR CUDABACK: T i me .

SENATOR PREISTER: . . .my time is done.

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Senator Preister. Senator Bourne.

S ENATOR BOUR N E : Thank you, Mr . President an d m em bers.
Originally, I was not. . . I wa s l i s t en i ng t o t h e d eb a t e , a n d t h e n

3554


