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p ol i c y d e c i s i o n t h a t we co u l d b e st u ck wi t h a nd ha v e c o s t s f r om
for years to come. We need to think very carefully about that,
consider all of our options extremely carefully. Thank you.

SENATOR CUDABACK: T ha nk yo u, Sen ator Pr eister an d Sen ator
Mines. Senator Hartnett.

SENATOR HARTNETT: Mr . Chairman, or, Mr. President, I would give
my time to Senator Preister.

SENATOR CUDABACK: Sena t o r Pre ister, you have about...almost
f ive mi nu t e s .

SENATOR PREISTER: Thank you, Mr. President. Thank you, Senator
Hartn e t t . I ' l l p r o b ab l y sa y t h an k yo u a l o t o f t i me s h e r e
t oday , a nd I h av e , a n d i t ' s a l wa y s g o od t o b e g r a t e f u l . I t ' s
a lways good t o a p p r e c i a t e p e o p l e , a n d i t i s an app r e c i a t i o n t ha t
I hav e f o r t h i s op p o r t u n i t y t o s l o w t he p r o c e s s do w n a l i t t l e .
And I r eco g n i z e w i t h p e o p l e wa n t i n g t o g et t hr o u g h a f e w o f t he
Selec t Fi l e b i l l s t h a t a r e h e r e t o d ay t ha t ma y n o t be t h a t
controversial, we' re going to be working through the noonhour,
and then go home. It is nice to be able to have a break. It ' s
b een a l o n g we e k . I t ' s b e en a c h a l l e n g i n g w e e k. Bu t I d on ' t
want t h at t o g e t i n t he way o f t he p o l i c y d e c i s i on t h a t we ' r e
poteatially making. Once this bill goes on to Final Reading, if
i t do e s wi t ho u t a ny f u r t h e " ame n d i n g , i t ' s g o i n g t o b e ve r y
d i f i cu l t t o b r i n g i t b a c k . Th e de c i s i o n t o ch a n g e w h a t we d o
t oday i s n o t g o i n g t o b e e a s i l y d on e . We n ee d t o ma ke t h e
decision with our eyes open, understanding the consequ ~nces, and
d oin g i t ca r e f u l l y . I n f o l l owi na u p wh a t I s a i d ab o u t
i ndemni f y i n g ag a i n s t n eg l i g e n c e , t h a t ' s o n e c om p o ne n t . We wou l d
b e i nd e m n i f y i ng NMC a g a i n s t t h e i r n eg l i g e n c e . Any t h i ng t h a t
t hey d i d t ha t wa s ne g l i g e n t , we wou l d no t ho l d t h em f i n an ~i a l l y
r espons i b l e o r l i a b l e f o r a s we i n d emn i f y t h e m. I n t h e
contract, again, this infamous contract that I r e fer bac k to ,
which Nebraska P ublic Po wer District and Nuclear Management
Company, LLC, that I' ve been referring to as NMC, have i n 2 .5,
Enforcement of Rights section, under (c), there is an agreement.
A nd i t s t a t e s , i t i s f u r t h e r a g r ee d t ha t t o t h e ex t en t NM C
incurs any liability to a third party in performing it s dut ies
u nder t h i s NP POSA, a mount s p a i d b y N M C b e c a us e o f su c h l i ab i l i t y
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