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o ut o f t h i s t h i ng ? We a l l r e ca l l t e s t i mo n y e a r l i e r t h a t OPPD
a nd NPPD looked a t s o me k i n d o f a j oi nt ven t u r e a n d t h e y w a l k e d
away f rom i t . Now I don ' t kn o w who wa l ke d f i r s t or why t hey
did. I t's clear that there is a serious problem at Cooper, and
I'm going to support the Preister amendment. Senator Preister,
i f y ou ' d l i ke t h e r e st o f my t i me , I wou l d y i e l d i t . Ot h e r wi se ,
I will turn it back to the Chair.

SENATOR CUDABACK: Sena tor Preister, if you care to have them,
there's about two mi iutes.

SENATOR PRE I ST E R: Thank y ou , Se n a t o r Mi ne s . I
appreciate...thank y ou, Mr. President. I a p p r e c i a t e you
y ie l d i n g t h e t i m e. I al so appr e c i a t e y o u r com ments . I t i s
important that we th i nk about this indemnification. That's a
decision that we need to take very, very seriously, and I t h ink
some people are starting to raise some questions and see this as
not j ust so m et h i n g t h a t w e g i v e a qu i c k vo t e t o a n d t h e n make a
d ecision that we could stand to have to deal with in some hug e
f i na n c i a l i ssu e s i n t h e f u t u r e . We h a v e sp e nt a l a r ge am o un t o f
money. When I last checked with Senator Wehrbein, the cost of
just the litigation, just the court costs t hat Neb raska s p ent
were $13.1 million on this siting court case. That's just what
t he s t a t e o f Ne b r a s k a sp e n t so f a r . Th e a pp ea l i s s t i l l t o
c ome. We . . and I don't know what OPPD spent because they were a
p art y t o t h e su i t , a s we r e s om e o f t he o t h e r u t i l i t i e s . Th e
c ost o f t h o se su i t s , an d we ' r e i nd e m n i f y i n g , a nd I d o n ' t t h i nk I
h ave t i m e t o g o i n t o i t r i g h t n ow , b u t we ' r e i nd e m n i f y i n g N M C .. .

SENATOR CUDABACK: One minute.

S ENATOR PREI S T E R : . . . a g a i n s t a ny o f t h e i r ne g l i g e n c e . Bu t
we' re a l s o i nd emn i f y i n g b ey o n d j u s t t h e i r n eg l i g e n c e . An d i n
another time that I have to speak, I will tr y and g o into a
l i t t l e mo r e de t a i l o f wha t I ' m s a y i n g t h e r e . Bu t a s du l l , a s
dry as this may seem to some people, I h ope that you pay
attention because these are major policy decisions I can 't say
that enough times. We' re starting to go down the road away from
public power. That's a major decision. We' re indemnifying a
c ompany o u t s i d e o f t h e s t at e o f Neb r a s k a t ha t we ha v e n o
authority over ay ~inst their negligence. That's a major public
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