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SENATOR PREISTER: Thank you, Senator Quandahl. I would like to
go back to a comment that Senator Stuhr made. She said that NMC
is much more cap able o f identifying problems. I raise that
issue because I have a repor t fr o m the Nu clear Re gulatory
Commissio n i n f r on t of me , a n d i n t h e re p o r t o n t h e . . . on Fo r t
Calhoun, OPPD has reported 14 self-reported v iolations. O PPD
has been responsible enough to identify problems and report them
t hemsel v es ; 14 on t h a t p l a n t s i n ce 19 9 9 . No w on e o f t h e p l a n t s ,
Kewaunee, which is one that's been ' down l i s t e d " by NM C , h a s o n l y
sel f - r e po r t e d f i v e . T ha t s ay s t o me OP P D c o u l d do a b e t t e r j o b
o f i de n t i f y i n g p r o b l e m s a n d o p e ra t i ng t h e NP P D p l a nt t ha n wha t
NMC mi g h t . I f t h a t we r e a g a u g e , I t h i n k t h a t OP P D n e ed s t o b e
considered and looked at more seriously as a public power entity
t hat h a s t he p o t e n t i a l f o r o pe r a t i n g t h i s a d d i t i o n a l p l an t , mo r e
t han ha s b e e n d o n e. I se e i t a s a n op t i o n , a n d I t h i n k f r om t h e
amount o f se l f - r e p o r t i ng OP PD ha s d o n e a . . . I d o n ' t k n o w h o w ma ny
o ther v i o l a t i o n s t he y ' v e h a d , bu t i f t h e y ' v e b e e n a b l e t o
i den t i f y 1 4 i n t he s ame t i me f r am e t h a t N M C h a s on l y b e e n a b l e
t o i d e n t i f y 5 a t o ne p l an t t ha t t h e y op e r t e d , i t sa y s t o me
that perhaps t hey could do at least as good a job, and perhaps
better, and they' re a Nebraska operation. They ' re a publ ic
p ower en t i t y . Th ey h a ve a pu b l i c p ow e r b o a r d t h a t ' s e l e c t e d b y
the citizens of Nebraska. They' re not an outside company that' s
only b e e n i n o p e r a t i o n f o r f ou r ye a r s . Now I d on ' t wa n t a ny o f
my c o mment s t o t o t a l l y d i sp a r a g e N MC . Th ey c ou l d b e a g oo d
company, but th e y don 't hav e a board that's e l ected by
N ebraskan s . ' Ihey ' r e not directly accountable to Nebraskans.
They' re n o t i n c o r p o r a t e d i n t he s t a t e o f Ne b r a s ka . We h av e no
autho r i t y o v e r t he m, an d we ' r e g o i ng d own t h i s p a t h o f
partner i n g w i t h s o mebody ou t s i d e o f t he s t a t e , t hat an LLC i s
f o r p r o f i t . L L C i s no t a n o n p r o f i t , a n d i f t h a t i sn ' t a
partnership with private, then I don't know what it is. W e are
a public power stat e. It rai ses that question. We als o, I
t h i nk , ne e d t o ha v e s ome a dd i t i o n a l o p t i o n s l o o ke d a t mo r e
closely in how we operate this plant. Y e s, it's had problems.
We all can agree to that. Yes, we need to make charges. I ' ve
never d i spu t e d t h a t . I ' m say i n g t h a t i n d em n if y i n g s om e one
outs i d e o f t h e s t a t e o f Neb r a s k a i s a ma j o r p o l i cy s h i f t a nd
shoul d no t b e d o ne as qu i c k l y a s we ' r e a b o ut t o d o i t wi t h
LB 165 . An d I t h i nk , a t t h e v e r y mi n i mu m , we s h ou l d h av e a
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